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removes to considerable extent the risk of mould. It causes 
the comparatively inert small leaves to shrivel, and so makes 
their remoyal more easy. The kneading process removes, more 
or less completely, the comparatively inert leaves, stil] further 
reducing the weight. The article produced being for its bulk 
“more active in proportion to the absence of leaves, it follows 
that the more thoroughly they are removed, the better sale does 
it command, Kneading presses together the resinons paris on 
which the active principle is most plentifully deposited, ‘These, 
being rendered somewhat sticky by the presence of the resin, 
become more or less agglutinated and are thus less liable to 
fall off in transit, and so reduce the active power of the 
ganja. 

The sticks can be used as fuel, but the cultivators are not 
allowed to remove them to their houses, and they are burnt 
within the chdtar yard. The leaf is winnowed from the seed 
and burnt. The seeds are kept for the next year’s culture. 
They are not narcotic, and are sometimes caten, besides being 
used for the expression of oil and other purposes, 

The Collector of Rajshabi is er-officio Superintendent of 
the Ganja Mahal aud exercises a general supervision over its 
administration. The cultivation, manufacture, storage and 
isgue of ganja are carried on under the control of. the Subdivi- 
sional Officer of Naogdon, who is Deputy Superintendent of 
the Ganja Mahal. He is assisted by a Supervisor, who is in 
direct charge and has three Excise Sub-Iuspectors under him as 
well as an Inspector of Excise. The Mahal is divided into 
three circles, each under a Sub-Inspector, viz, Muradpur, 
Kirttipur and Gobindpar. 

The area to be brought under g@wju cultivation each year 
is fixed by the Collector with the sanction of the Commissioner 
of Excise ; under the orders of Government, it may not exceed 
1,026 acres, Only licensed cultivators may grow the plant: 
the licenses, which are granted free of charge, last for one 
working season and are issued by 30th of June. In the license 
the area and the plots which each man may cultivate are sct forth, 
and ng excess is allowed. There are nearly 3,000 cultivators, 
scattered over 200 villages, and the average cultivated by each is 
about 1 digha. Throughout the period of cultivation, the 
Supervisor and his subordinate officers go round the Ganja 
Mahal inspecting the fields, comparing the areas under the 
crop with those stated in the licenses and scejng that there is 
no-excess cultivation. Each cultivator has to give notice to 
‘the Supervisor or his assistants three days before Me intends to 
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cut his crop, and permission to do so'is entered on his license, 
The D-paty Superintendent fixes the chdtars or manufacturing 
yards at which manufacture is to take place, and the Supervisor 
issues orders as to the different chdtars to which the cultivators 
are to take the plant when cut. The chdtars are fenced in to 
prevent theft and smuggling ; each cultivator has a shed againste 
the fenée in the place alloted to him by the Supervisor 
assistant, and the central space is left open. 

ach chilar is in charge of an Excise Sab-Inspector while 
manufacture is in process; the Sub-Inspector’s duty is to see 
that the planis are not smuggled out of the chdtars, that all tie 
plants are manufactured into gd@ya, and that the dust and 
refuse are collected daily and burnt. When manufactured the 
ganja is packed in sealed bags which, after being weighed by 
the officer in charge, have the weight, the owner’s name, the 
kind of ganja, etc., marked on them. They are then taken off 
to the warehousi t Naogdéon when the amount manufactured 
is suflicient to admit of economical transport. No cultivator 
may accumulate more than a maund of manufactured ganja at 
the chdlar: directly a maund (or the whole amount, if less 
than a maund has been made) is ready, it has to be despatched 
to Naogion. 

On arrival at Naogdon the bags are again weighed and 
are then stored in racks in the warehouse, each man’s stotk 
being kept separate as far as possible. ‘he warehouse is 
kept open daily, except on Sundays and holidays, in order to 
allow of the gdnja being inspected by intending purchasers, 
It is boaght by wholesale dealers, who first have to obtain a 
license from the Collectors of their districts stating the quantity 
they may export. ‘Che dealer either comes to Naogdon himself 
or sends an authorized agent, or, as is more generally done, 
purchases through a broker, who negotiates with the cultivator 
direct. The brokers, who now number 15, have to obtain a 
license from the Subdivisional Officer authorising them to act 
agsnch; they are entitled to realize brokerage from the 
purchasers at the rate of Rs. 2 per maund on the quantity of 
ganja purchased, and are strictly forbidden to get anything 
from the cultivators. The sale having been effected, the 
purchaser receives from the.vendor a delivery order : on this 
an entry of the payment is made and is attested by the owner 
of the ganja in the preseuce of the Supervisor. This. pre- 
caution is taken to prevent fraud, eg., the brokers might 
otherwise pay less than the amount entered on the delivery 
order and rq» the wholesale dealers of the difference. The 
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Supervisor verifies the stock every month by counting the bags 
and half-yearly (at the end of June and December) by actual 
weighment. 

The ganja bought by the dealer is sent under a pass to his 
gola at ihe head-quarters or subdivision of the district of import, 
where it is placed under double lock. The wholesale dealer 
sells to the retail vendor at his own price, and the retail vendor 
also sells to the public at his own price, The profits made on 
the vale are literally enormous. The drag is taved at the high 
rate of Rs, 20 per seer an! before it reache> the consumer 
passes through the hands of the wholesale dealer and the retail 
vendor, both of whom make a profit out of it The price 
obtained by the cultivators varies from Rs, 40 per maand to 
Re. 300 a maund, the last being paid for an exceptional quality 
of ydnja. The retail price varies from 10 annas to 12 annas a 
tola, Talong 12 annas asa mean, the selling pric in Rs, 60 
per seer or Rs. 2,400 per maund, so that «ven if the cultivator 
is paid Rs. 300 a maund, there is a difference of Rs, 2,100 a 
maund between the taxed and untaxed artichks. So high 
indeed ix the retail price, that it makes the drug worth {ths 
of its weight in silver. As regards the State revenne. the 
average amount manufactured yearly yields aduty of uearly 66 
lakhs or a little under £450,000. 

“The following interesting account of the cultivators is 
quoted from a report written in 1904 by Mr. G. Rainy, 1.C.». :— 

“ As a class the cultivators of the Ganja Mahal are remark- 
able in two ways. They are singalarly peaceable and law- 
abiding, and they are remarkably weaithy and prosperons, 
The impression they created on my mind was a uot favour- 
able one. I found them uniformly pleasant to deil with, frank 
without bumptiousness, and courteous without servility. They 
are without doubt the richest and most prosperous body of 
peasantry in Bengal, and their wealth and prosperity is the 
direct gift of Government, which has made them its partners 
in an enormously valnable monopoly. One or two instances 
will be sufficient to show how wealthy they are. When the 
Excise Commissioner visited Naogdon in 1903, a proposal was 
on fodt to export a large quantity of ganja to Madras, where 
the supply wasshort. The proposal eventually came to nothing, 
bat when it waa entertained it was found that it would be 
necessary to raise Rs. 60,000 at short notice to finance the export. 
One of the cultivators, Jarif Mandal, was summoned to 
Naogaon and asked whether the money could be raised. His 
anbwer was that although he had not the money himself, he was 
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prepared to get it from his mother and produce it the same day 
This man is probably the richest of all the cultivators, but not 
by a very great deal; there are others who are not much his 
inferiors. The ganja cultivators contributed amongst them 
Rs, 5.000 for the creation of the Higher English School at 
Naogdon. If a road or a bridge is wanted, instead of waiting 
for the tardy action of a District Board, or commiting them- 
selves to the tender mercies of the Public Works Department, 
the cultivators raise a subscription among themselves and the 
‘road or bridge is constructed. Instances might be multiplied, 
but these will suffice to show how well off they are.” 
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CHAPTER XIII. 





LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT. 


THE District Board consists of 23 members, of whom five pisrrict 
are er-officww members, eleven are elected and seven are 30482 
appointed by Government. The District Magistrate 1s ez- 
office Chairman of the Board. The imcome of the Board has 
been steadily rising, increasing from Rs. 1,26,000 to Rs. 2,383,000 
m 1910-11. Since then its income has been still further 
imereased owing to the Gevernment making over to 1t tho 
Public Works Coss, and in 1914-15 the receipts wore Rs, 3,34,000, 

A fair amonnt 1s derived from pounus, which number 136: 
they brought im an meome 
of Rs. 18,000 in the same 


Sadar Nator Naogdon 
Bargachhi a Naoghon- year. There are siatecn 
Asariadaha | Sherkol Sultarpur ferris, a8 shown in the 
Charghat Singra Sibgan)- 

Gabtal Siedmpur Margin, the farming of 
mireaad which reahzes Rs. 12,000 
—— a goor, Both fermes and 
Nahata pounds are lvased out, 
Eitaen generally for a year at a 


time, and there 1s a Pound 
and Ferry Inspector who supervises their management. All 
the pounds are under the control of the Local Boards, The 
management of the ferries 1s also in their hands except in the 
Sadar subdivision, where they are managed by the District 
Board, 

The Board maintains 3 Middle Vernacular schools (at 
Basudebpur, Dharail, and Gangor), 3 Upper Primary school: 
(Brahmapur, Chakgauri, and Isabpar), and 197 Lower Primary 
schoolg It also gives grants-in-aid to 20 Middle schools, 64 
Upper Primary schools, 436 Lower Primary schools, and 12 
other achools, such as to/s, madrasas and maktubs. In addition 
to theso, it maintains the Diamond Jubilee Industrial School 
at Rampur Bolia. It also allots building grants for primary 
schools from a special Government grant, with the help of 
which 32 Upper Primary and 205 Lower Primary gthools have 
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buen provided with buildings. It maintains 8 dispensaries, and 
also gives scholarships tenable at the Campbell Medical School 
in Calcutta and at the Dacca Medical School. Large yams are 
allotted annually to water-supply and are expended in exca- 
valing wells and tanks. In some.cases the District Board 
bears the whole cost, and in others the Local Boards pay 
two-thirds of the cost, on condition that the people them- 
selves pay one-third. For the supervision of sanitation a Sani-- 
tary Inspector is entertained. Veterinary relief is provided by 
three Veterinary Assistants ; a veterinary dispensary is shortly 
to be established at Rampur Bodlia. The mileage of the roads 
maintained by the District Board is—metalled roads 45 miles, 
and unmetalled roads 505 miles, In addition to these, thery 
are 352 village roads, with an aggregate mileage of 928 miles, 
under the management of the Local Boards. 

The District Engineer has a staff consisting of a Supervisor 
and three Overseers (one for each subdivision). ‘There are 
also three Local Board Oversvers, the supervision of whose 
work is the special charge of an officer designated the Local 
Board Supervisor, 

‘The Local Boards which have been constituted for each 
subdivision are responsible for the management of village 
roads and of the District Board roads made ove; to them for 
maintenanee, for the management of pounds and ferrivg 
(except the ferries in the Sadar subdivision), and for the 
control of primary education and water-supply in raral areas, 
‘he following statement shows the constitution of each Local 
Board :— 







Local Boar: 





Boiilia wel “aes 5 10 ib 
Nator a 1 4 8 13 
Naogion ... 3 2 8 13 





No anion committeos have been constituted. 

There are only two municipalities in the district, viz 
Rampur Boalia and Nator, but it isin contemplation to move. 
Government to sanction the constitution of a third munioipa- 
lity at Naogaon. no 

Rampur Bodlia was made a municipality in 1876 and is 
administered by 2 Commissioners, of whom fourteen are 
elected, fite are nominated and two hold their. sents. ex-officio, 
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The Chairman is elected. The number of rate-payers is 4,581 
or 20 per cent. of the population. The mumeipality is divided 
into seven wards, The municipal income is raised by means 
of a rate on holdings at 6} per cent. on their annual value. A 
latrine fee is also assessed on the annual value of holdings, 
according to a sanctioned scale, in those parts of the town to 
which Part IX of the Bengal Municipal Act has been eatended, 
The average incidents of taxation in 1914-15 was Re. 1-8 per 
head of the population, and the total receipts (excluding the 
opening balance) amounted to Rs, 51,204. 

The Nator municipality was established in 1869, and there 
are 1,952 rate-payers or 24 per cent. of the population. There 
are 18 Commissioners, of whom twelve (ne, two-thirds 
of the total number) are elected, and six are nominated. 
The Chairman 18 elected, The town 18 divided into 12 
wards, Up till 1915 the income was raised by means 
of a persona] tax, we, a tax according to circumstances 
and property at 12 annas per Rs. 100 of income The assess- 
ment has recently been revised, and a rate on the valuation of 
holdings bas been introduced in 7 wards m_ place of the tax 
on persons. There is also a latrine tax levied at the rate of 8 
per cent, on the annual value of holdings. The incidence of 
taxgtion in 1914-15 was Re. 1-10-5 per head of the population, 
and the income (excluding the opening balance) was Ry. 31,000. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 





EDUCATION. 


A FAIR indication of the extent to which edue ition is diffused 
is aflorded by the census statistics of literacy. The test 
of literacy ts alnhty both to read and writ, with this further 
quahfication that a person 1s only recorded as hterate if ho can 
write a letter to a friend and read the answer to 1t; all psrsons 
who are unable to do this are entered m the census schedules, 
williterate The tutal number of persons in the distriet who 
came up to the prescribed standard of Iieracy in 191] was 
59,000, representing 5 per cont, of the population, This propor- 
tion i» much below the average for Bengal, viz., 8 per cent., 
and only one other district (Rangpur) in the Province has a 
worse record. The district must therefore be regarded as 
exceptionally backward from an educational point of view; but. 
there has been a slight advance since 1901, the proportion of 
literate malcs having risen from 6 to 8 per cent. The imprpve- 
ment, though slight, is perhaps greater than would appear from 
the figures, for the criterion of hteracy was stricter than in 
1901, when no conditions as to ability to read and write a lettor 
wero laid down. The education of women 1s still very back-~ 
ward, as inay be realtwed from the fact that tho literate males 
outnumber the literate females by approximately 18 to 1, the 
actual figurcs being 65,013 and 3,679, respectively. 

Thcre 1s not much difference between the figures for Hindus 
and those for Musalmans. Of the former 31,795, and of the 
latter 36,676 were recorded as able to read and write, so that 
the actual number of literates is nearly the same in both 
communities ; but the Muhammadans in the district outnumber 
Huntdus by approximately 4 to 1, and whereas 17 per cent. of 
the Hindus are literate, only 6 percent, of the Musalmaps come 
under this category. The inferiority of the Musalmans in 
respect of femalo education is also very apparent, for there 
are only 533 Musalmén women who are able to read and 
write, whereas 3,098 Hindu women, or 6 times as’ many, can 
do go. As rogards literacy in English, 6,099 persons, vis., 6,002 
males and 97 females, have acquired a knowledge of that 
language, and four-fifths of them are Hindus, 
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The staff for the supervision of the schools in the district 
consist of a District Deputy Inspector, an Additional Deputy 
Inspector, who is in charge of the Naogion subdivision, and 6 
Sub-Inspectors of Schools, Each of the Sub-Inspectors has a 
circle under him, and the average number of schools super- 
vised by each is 142 scattered over 432 square miles. The 
Sadar subdivision is divided into two circles, the Nator sub- 
division forms one circle and there are three circles in the 
Naogdon subdivision. There is also an Inspecting Pandt 
employed by the Rampur Bodlia Mumeipality. One of the 
Assistant Inspectors of Schools for the Rajsh@hi Division has 
got his head-quarters at Rampur Bodlia. 

The marginal table shows the number of educational insti- 








tutions in Rajsh@hi in 1915 and 
~ the number of studenty or 

Number! scholars attending them, 

Tnstatutson Number of 

students Of the schools, 911 with 
36,226 pupils are public institu- 
Arte Lolkge ee 1 70} tions, and there are only 23 
ie emacs ge | A] private amstitutions with 50s 
wit cemuntar! 9 ee pupils, Altogether, there 18 one 
on ines 8 ais school for every 2*7 miles and 
nol 4631 for every seven villages, ‘Tho 
Lowrie hima) Tod | 24603) number of Muhammadan pupils 
Other schoole =. | 0 1,19% | underinstruction is 68 per cent. 
tou .| 936 | sien] Of the total number, and of 
Hindu pupils 31:7 per cont. 











The boys aggregate 32,302 and 
girls 4,432, representing respectively 28° per cent. of the 
male and 4-7 per cont. of the female population of school- 
going age. The school-going age, 1t may be eaplained,is 5 to 
15 years, and the number of children of this age is assumed, 
in tho returns of the Education Department, to be equivalent 
4o 15 per cent. of the population, but the census shows thal 
the actual proportion of children aged 5 to 15 in Bengal is 27 
per cent. for males and 25; per cent. for females, The actual 
percentage of children under instruction to the total number of 
school-going age is therefore much less than that shown in 
the departmental returns. 

The premier edneational institution in the district is the 
Rajshahi College at Rampur Bodlia. Itis maintained by Govern- 
ment and is the third largest Government College in Bengal, 
the number of students being exceeded only in the Presidency 
and Dacca Colleges, It draws fis students from a Wide circle, 
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no less than 22 districts being represented. One-fourth are 
students of Rajshahi; one-sixth come from Pabna, while 
Dacca, Faridpur and Mymensingh contribute another one- 
fourth, The Governing Lody consists of the District 
Magistrate the Principal, the senior Professor of the College 
and Raja Pramada Nath Ray of Dighapatia, whose famity 
has done much for the College. The origin of the 
College may be traced back to 1828, when the people of 
Rajshahi started an English school in order to provide 
their sons with English education. Being dependent on 
private subscriptions, the school languished for want of 
funds. It fell so deeply into debt that the buildings were 
about to be sold, when the Government stepped in and took it 
over in 1836. It was converted into a zila school and main- 
tained as such till 1873, when it was raised to the status of a 
second grade College; this was due to the generosity of Raja 
Hara Nath Ray Bahadur of Dubalhati, who made over to 
Government an estate yielding an income of Rs. 5,000 a year. 
In 1878 it was made a first grade College, the additional 
expenditure being mainly met from the proceeds of an endow- 
ment of one and-a-half lakhs, which Raja Pramatha Nath Ray 
Bahadur of Dighapatia gave through the Rajshahi Associa- 
tion, Instruction was given up to the standard of the M.A. 
Examination of the Calcutta University until 1908, whon 
affiliation for the M.A. standard was withdrawn under the 
new regulations of the University. It now teaches upto the 
B.A. and B.Sc. standards of the University. 

On the 31st March 1915 the total number of students in the 
College was 730, of whom 587 were Hindus and 143 were 
Muhammadans. The accommodation provided by the College 
for the students is limited, and there are only 160 in two 
hostels attached to the College. These are the Pramatha 
N&th and Hemanta Kumari Hostels for Hindus, which were 
opened in 1884 and 190], respectively. The former was built 
with private subscriptions, the major portion of which was 
contributed by Raja Pramatha Nath Ray of Dighapatia. 
The latter is named after the donor, Rani Hemanta Kumari 
Devi of Puthia. Altogether 245 students live in’ messes 
attached to the College, 142 live with their parents or relatives» 
and 183 live with local guardians. There is a large staff under ~ 
the Principal, consisting of 12 Professors and 8 Lecturers, 
besides Demonstrators of Physics and Chemistry. 

There are three attached institutions, viz., the Madrasa, the, 
Sanskrit Cullege and the Collegiate School, which bring up the .° 
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aggregate of students and pupils to nearly 1,300, The Madrasa 
is a junior Madrasa with 70 pupils, who are tanght by four 
Maulvis and one English teacher. It is located in a building 
erected in 1883 and has a hostel (called the Fallor Hostel after 
Sir Bamfylde Faller, late Lieutenant-Governor of Eastern 
Bongal and Assam), which was opened in 1909; boys from 
both the Madrasa and Collegiate School live init. The Sanskrit 
College, which is also managed by Government, is called the 
Rani Demanta Kumari Sanskrit College after the lady who 
founded and endowed it in 1904, Students in the College are 
instructed by four Professors in Nyaya, Vedanta, Smriti, 
Kavya and Grammar. The Collegiate School, which 18 1m the 
College compound, has 403 pupils on the rolls and 21 teachers ; 
the building was constructed almost entirely at the cost of 
Raja Jogendra Nath Ray of Pathia and his wife, There ia 
Hindu hostel attached to it, which 1s located at some distance to 
the west near the Post Office. The stafl consists of 21 teachers, 
Tho following is a hst of the High schools m the district and Secondary 
the number of pupils on the rolls on dist March 1915 — Bret 





























‘ Namba of 
Place Name pupils 
Maintumed by Government. 
Rampur Botlin see | Rayshilu Collegiate Scho oe 453 
Auded by Government. 
Naogiion «| Krixhnadhan High School a 404 
Unaided. 
Chaugram Chaugrain High Schocl ae 163 
Dighapatin Pramatha Nath Thgh Schoo! 302 
Dubalhati H[arandth High School 211 
Nator Maharaja's High School 316 
Patisar it Maharsln’s Insttation 24 
Pathia Paresh Narayan High School 302 
Rampur Boalia «+ | Dholanath Academy i 537 





The Chaugrim school is unrecognised, and the Patisar 


school is only provisionally recognised. 


Of the 36 Middle English schools, sixteen are aided by the 
District Board and one (at Ardni) by Governifent: of the 


Primary 
Schools 


Indnatrial 
Bohools 


Other 
Schools 


Femaus 
EDULA- 
TON 


Epvea- 

‘TION OF 
Munau- 
MADANS 


152 RAJSHAHI. 


remaining nineteen unaided schools, twelve are unrecognised, 
All the three Middle Vernacular schools are maintained by the 
District Board. 

There are 672 primary schools for boys with 24,940 pupils. 
The total number of boys in the primary stage of education 
is 28,420, i.e. including boys in the primary departments of 
secondary schools and boys reading in girls’ schools, but exclud- 
ing girls in boys’ schools, The average number of pupils is 45 
for Upper Primary and 33 for Lower Primary schools, Every 
block of 3°8 square miles and 9-4 villages has a boys’ primary 
school. 

Industrial and technical education are given in the Diamond 
Jabilec Industrial Institution at Rampur Bodlia, the Sericul- 
tural School at the same place and the B class of the Rajshahi 
Collegiate School. 

The Diamond Jubilee Industrial Institution, which was 
established in 1898, is managed by the District Board. There 
are 40 pupils, and training is given in three different classes, 
viz., the sub-overseer class, the survey class and the artisan 
class, the course in each of which extends over two years. 
The Sericultaral School is a Government instiution with 12 
students ; instraction is given in methods of rearing silk worma 
and the microscopic examination of silk-worm pests, In the B 
class of the Rajshahi Collegiate School candidates are prepared 
for the sub-overseer class of the Civil Engineering College at 
Sibpur. 

There are three training schools situated at Rampur Boalia, 
Nator and Bandaikhara, at which gurus, or teachers in primary 
schools, undergo a course of training. There are 12 recognised 
madrasas with 500 pupils, 29 recognised maktabs with 844 
pupils, and 18 private schools for Muhammadans. 

The total uamber of girls under instruction in schools was 
4,432 in 1914-15. All the schools attended by them are 
primary schools, viz., three Upper Primary schools which are 
aided by Government, and 157 Lower Primary schools ; two of 
the latter (at Belgharia and Kujail) are Model Primary schools 
which are managed by Government. 

There are altogether 24,979 Mahammadan boys and girls at 
school, or 68 per cent. of the total number of pupils of all 
creeds. The percentage of school-going age (reckoned accord- 
ing to the system adopted by the Education Department) is 
25 in the case of boys and 3} per cent. in the case of girls, 
whereas the corresponding figures for Hindus are 41 per cent, 
and 6} per Gant., respectively. This in itself shows sufficiently 
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clearly how backward the Muhammadans are, compared with 
the Hindus, in availing themselves of educational facilities. 
The great majority, moreover, only study in primary schools, 
and though the Muhammadan popalation is four times as large 
astho Hindu population, Hindu boys and girls aro in a majority 
in Upper Primary, Middle and High schools. In fact, the 
Mahammadans are outstripped in all but the clementary stages 
of education, 
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CHAPTER XV. 





GAZETTEER 


Badalgachhi.—A village in the Naogion subdivision, 
situated on the Jamuna river 7 miles west of tho Akkelpur 
station, 12 miles east of Mahddebpur and 10 miles north-west 
of Naogion. It contains a police-station, a Middle English 
school, a girls’ school, and no less than 9 zamindari cutcherrios. 
There is a dargdh or tomb of a pir called Sabud Saheb, which 
is venerated by Hindus and Mahammadans ¢like. 

Badalgachhi has undergone more than one change in juris- 
diction. Inthe beginning of the mincteenth century it was 
in Dinajpur; in 1821 it was transferred to Bogra , anid in 1897 
it was transferred to Rajshahi. It is mentioned by Buchanan 
Hamilton (cz/ca 1807) as the head-quarters of a thana, abound- 
ing in jujub trees, from which it derived its name, and chiefly 
remarkable for the manufacture of sugar.” 

Bagatipara.—a village in the Nator sabdivision, pictur- 
esquely situated on the Baral river close to the Galimpur 
ferry and1 mile west cf the Malanchi railway station. It 
is the head-quarters of a police-station, which was carved 
out of Nator a few yeare ago. Adjoining it is Lakshmanhati, 
with a branch of the firm of Renwick and Company, which 
does a large business in letting out sugarcane mills to culti- 
vators, At Malanchi there is an inspection bungalow and a 
combined post and telegraph office. 

B .—A village in the Sadar subdivision, situated near 
the Ganges 25 miles south-east of Rampur Bodlia. It is on 
the Pibna road six miles north of Rajapur, 11 miles from 
Charghat and eight miles from Bilmaria. It contains a fine 
old mosque, which is little if at all inferior to other buildings 
of the same period at Gaur : it is a protected monument kept in 
repair by Government. This mosque stands on the bank of a 
largo tank, a quarter mile in length and 600 feet in breadth, 
which was excavated st the same time. It is a brick building 
of the Bengali style characteristic of the buildings at Gaur and 











* Montganory Martin, Easter. India, Vol UI (1888), pages 888-70 
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measures 80 feet hy 36 feet on the outside, exclusive of the 
corner towers. The vaulted roof of the building, which had 
four domes, collapsed during the earthquake of 1897. Four 
black stone pillars which supported them are still standing 
inside the mosque, Thero are five arched entrances in the 
east wall, which is 7$ fect thick : it is all brickwork and has 
a facing of panels with simple ornamental designs. There 
are two large mihrdbs and one small mihrab in the western 
wall, also with ornamental work. Thero is one incription over 
the central doorway in the eastern wall, and another lies loose 
inside the mosque; both are in Arabic and inscribed in the 
Tughra character, The former records the fact that the mosque 
was built by Nusrat Shah,son of Husain Shah in 930 A. H., 
ie. 1523 A.D., the latter that the same King built the gaté of 
the mosque in the same year.* Nusrat Shah, King of Bengal, 
ruled at Gaur from 925-39H. (1518-32 A.D.), and like his 
father was a great builder of mosques. ‘The mosque is now the 
property of Government and is not used for prayer by the 
people of Bagha. 

Bagha is the head-quarters of an estate called the Bagha 
Wakf estate, the origin of which is as follows. In 925 H, ie, 
in,1507 A.D., a devotee named Hazrat Maulana Shah Daulah 
came and settled in Bagha. His tomb may be seen in a small 
‘cemetery in the mosque compound with those of five of his 
relatives. In 1615 A.D. his grandson Maulana Hazrat Shah 
Abdul Wiheb received by a pharmdn (letters patent) of the 
Mughal Emperor, a free grant of 42 villages yiclding Rs. 8,000 
a year for the support of his family; the pharmdn has been 
lost. Subsequently his son, Maulana Shih Muhammad Rafiq, 
parcelled out half of the estate among his brothers and 
dependants (whose descendants now hokl as aimdddrs) and 
made an endowment of the other half for the maintenance of 
a religious and charitable establishment with the reservation 
that the offices of Muitwali (a trustee or manager charged with 
the adminisiration of the temporal concerns) and Sajjada- 
nashin-(@ spiritual superior entrusted with the conduct of 
religious affairs) in connection with the e:tablishment should 
devolve in hereditary succession on his lineal male heirs in the 
male line of descent : the ablest, most learned and most pious 
of the founder's descendants was to hold these offices. The 





* [am indebted for the translation of these inscriptions to Babu Akebay Kumar 
Moiire of the Varendra Research Society und Moulvi Abdul Hakim, Profersor of 
_Arsbic and Persian, Rejshabi College. 
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estate is still called th» Rafiqi Wukf estate after its founder. 
His tomb is in a cometery to the north of the mosque: in 
another small cemetery are the tombs of two Saiyids from 
Baghdad. This endowment was recognised by a sanad given 
by the Governor General! in Council in 1806 placing the estate 
in possession of one of the founder’s descendants with an 
exhortation to apply the proceeds to religious and charitable 
uses, according to the purpose of the founder, keeping a 
reasonable sum for his personal requirements. 

The estate is now held by Amiral Islam, who is generally 
called the Rais of Bagha: he is the twelfth Rais. Whon it 
was founded, the endowment was estimated to yield an 
income of Rs, 2,337 a year, but the receipts have now increased 
to about Rs. 16,000 a year. 

Legend relates that the imperial pharmdn was granted 
under the following circumstances. Prince Shah Jah&n, son 
of the Emperor Jahangir, when on his way to Dacca, camped 
near Baigha where a famous fakir was hving. ‘The Emperor, 
hearing of his fame, went to him and begged that he would 
cure him of a disease of the stomach from which he was 
suffering. The fakir effected a miracnlous cure, and the grate- 
ful Emperor was anxious to reward his services by a substantial 
grant of land. This the ascetic, who was devoted to spiritual 
things, refused. His eldest son likewise dechned the offer, bu 
the youngest son was prevailed apon to accept the grant. 

In the Bagha mish or estate there is a separate era differing 
from the Bengali era. The milzk year begins from the month 
of Agrahiyan, whereas the Bengali year begins from the month 
of Baisikh. Tho milik year is observed for the payment of 
rents. 

Balihar.—A village in the Naogéon subdivision, situated 11 
miles west of Naog&on, with which it is connected by a kutcha 
road. To reach the place one goes along the Naogdon-Maha- 
debpur road till a few hundred yards beyond the ninth mile 
post, where there isa mango grove anda large tank. This 
was excavated by the Raja of Balihaér in 1887 to comme- 
morate the Jubilee of Queen Victoria and was called Kusum 
Dirghika after his wife Rani Kusum Kémini Devi. A road 
on the left then takes one to Balihar, which is exactly 2 miles 
from the tank. ‘he village is the head-quarters of the Balihar 
Rij, and is chiefly remarkable for the large number of tanks 
scattered about it—some 50 or 60 in number. Local legend 
relates that they were excavated by the army of M&n Singh, 
when he w# engaged in a campaign against the Pathin 
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chiefs of Bengal. The largest, which is nearly entirely silted 
up, is attributed to Man Singh himself ;: it lies between the 
road and a garden of the Balihdr Raj, a short distance from 
the vitlage. In the garden there is a smal! but well-equipped 
bungalow, commonly called the Garden House, which is 
maintained for visitors. Nearly all the tanks have silted up, 
but a few are still fine sheets of water. 

The Rabari of the Balihar Ra) is a closely packed collec- 
tion of buildmgs, One of them serves as a dispensary. The 
dispensary was formerly located in a building outude the Raj- 
Lari, which was abandoned in consequence of the injury it 
sustained in the earthquake of 1897. There are also two 
temples said to be one hundred years old with carved brick 
plaques round the doors, In a panel at the foot of one of 
them may be seen an unusual carving—a horse-drawn 
carriage, which is an exact counterpart of the modirn phaeton 
gharry (“fitun”) of Calcutta. In front of the Raybartisa nine- 
wheeled rath, or car, of solid brass, with figures of Hindu 
deities, which 18 used in the annual Car Festival of Jagan- 
nath, This car was constructed in 1819 and the Rajrajeswari 
temple four years earlier. The village also contains a girls’ 
school and a boys’ Middle English school. The old name of 
the village is Kurmail. 

The founder of the Falihar Raj family was a Brahman 
named Nrisinha Sanyal Chakravarti, who came to Balihar 
from the Bikrampur pargana in Dacca, ahout 200 years ago, 
He obtained the patronage of the Khan zaminda: of Balthar, 
married his patron’s daughter and was given a tdluk. Ho 
dropped the name of Chakravarti and is generally known 
simply as Nrisinba Sanyal. His grandson, Ramakanta Sanyal, 
is said to have been given the title of Ray asa personal distine- 
tion. After his death tho family estate was largely augmented 
by grants given by Rani Satyabatiof Bahirband. Krishnenda, 
the eldest son of Rama&kanta, married the sister of Rani Satya- 
bati, the dowry being Lakshmanpur in pargana Saruppur ; 
from him 1s descended the Lakshmanpur family. Ramrém 
and Prankrishna, the second and third sons, heli posts in the 
Rani’s samindari, and about 1733 received from her a grant of 
pargany Bahirband, besides several édluks, which constituted 
the nucleus of the Balihar estate in Rangpur and Dinajpur. 

The property, which was at first joint, was divided 
between Ramram and the eldest son of Prankrishna : from 
them have sprung two branches known as the nine annas 
and seven annas share-holders. The preseni®Balihir Raj 
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family is descended from Ramchandra and is known as the seven 
annas branch. Rimchandra had a younger brother named 
Jagannath, who failed to secure a share. It is said that he 
appealed to the Emperor Alamgir, who granted him a sanad 
declaring his right to a one anna share, bat after his death 
Ramchandra annexed it, and his descendants (who still live at 
Balihar) are in humble circumstances. 

The next addition to the family fortunes was secured by 
the marriage of Ramchandra’s grandson, Rajendra Ray to 
Kasiswari Devi, daughter of Raja Ramkrishna of Nator (the 
adopted son of the famous Rani Bhawdni). Her dowry and 
subsequent gifts of the Nator Raj made Rajendra the owner 
of various properties in Rajshahi, Bogra and Pabna, and he 
added still farther to the estate by purchase. Kasiswari died 
young, and Rajendra then married Anandamayi Devi, and, 
still failing to get a son, took a third wife, whose son died in 
tfancy. After Rajendra’s death in 1823, Anandamayi 
managed the estate for 29 years and adopted a son, Siva Prasid, 
whom she outlived. Siva Prasid married thrice, but died 
childless, and his second wife Hara Sundari adopted Krishnen- 
dra Ray. 

Krishendra Ray founded the present dispensary in 1878, 
was created a Raja and died m 1898, He married first Siv: 
Sundari Devi, and then, being childless, Ganesjanani Devi, 
who wasalso childless. I» then adopted the present proprietor 
Saradinda Ray, the son of one of the nine annas Balihar 
zamindars, who was born in 1877 ; he bears the courtesy title 
of Kumar with the sanction of Government. His only son 
and heir is Bimalondu, who was born in 1898 and will attain 
his majority in 1916. The proprietor has recently executed 
a registered deed of settlement transfering the whole property 
to his son, retaining an allowance for his personal mainten- 
ance, The son being a minor, there are two trustees, viz., 
his father and a gentleman of Mymensingh, who will act 
until he attains his majority. The income of the estate is 
Rs. 2,30,000, and the Government revenue and cesses payable 
annually amount to Rs. 55,000. 

Bhandarpur.—A village in the Naogion subdivision, 
sitnated on the road from Badalgacbhi to the Akkelpur railway 
station, 3 miles from the forme: and 4 miles from the latter, 
It contains a charitable disponsary maintained by the District 
Board. i 

Bilmaria.—a village in the extreme south ‘west of Nator, 
situated 3 nffles from Lilpur, 7 miles from the Gopiipur 
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railway station, and 2 miles from Bengari, a steamer station 
on the Ganges. It is the head-quarters of the Rajapur concern 
of the Midnapur Zamindari Company. The bungalow is 
situated in well laid-out grounds and is approached by a fine 
revenue, The Company maintains a dispensary, which is 
largely attended. Good smpe shooting and fair pig-sticking 
can be had in the neighbourhood. 

Dayarampur.—aA village in the Nator sub-division, situated 
on the Baral river in the fifth mile of the road from Malanchi 
railway station to Walia; the river is here crossed by a ferry. 
Itis the headquarters of the yunior branch of the Dighapatia 
Raj and is owned by Basanta Kumar Ray, 3.L., and Sarat Kumar 
Riy, M.A., the second and third brothers of Raja Pramada Nath 
Ray of Dighdpatia. Their residence 1s a fine house built m 
modern style and surrounded by a well kept garden. The 
villago of Nandikuja, where the river Nandakuja—the differ- 
ence between the names of the river and village 14 curious— 
takes off from the Baral, is one mile further down the river and 
contains the ruins of an indigo factory. 

Dighapatia.—A village in the outskirts of Nator town, 
which 18 chiefly notable for being the head-quarters of the 
Dighapatia Raj and containing the residence of the Raja. 
Jj is situate {in well kept grounds surrounded by a fine moat. 
The buildings are modern and supphed with electric light, 
They include a well equipped guest house and an imposing 
yateway. 

The founder of the Dighdpatia Raj was a Tili by caste, 
named Dayarim Ray (circa 1680-1760), who was the Diwan 
of Ramjiban Ray, the founder of the Nator Raj. He is said 
to have led a successful expedition against the rebellious 
zamindar Raja Sitirim Ray of Jessore, after which Sitaram 
Ray’s estate was transferred to his master Rampban Ray. The 
latter rewarded his services with grants of land in Rajshabi 
and Jessore, which formed the nucleus of the present large 
estate, while the Nawal Murshid Kult Khan gave him the title 
of Ray Rayan. After the death of Ramjiban Ray, Dayaram 
served a8 Diwan under his successor Rimkanta and after the 
lattor’s death under his widow, tho celebrated Rani Bhawani, 
and obtained other large grants of land. He was succeeded by 
his son Jagannath Ray (circa 1745-90) and he in his turn by 
Prannath Ray and the latter by an adopted son, Prasanna Nath 
Ray. 

Prasanna Nath Ray (1826-62) was given the title of Raja 
Bahadur in 1854 in recognition of his generosit$ and public 
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spirit. In 1850 he paid the entire cost of the road from 
Nator to Rampur Boalia. Two years later he established 
a high school at Dighapatia, which is hence known aa.the 
Prasanna Nath High English School, and in the same year 
(1852) he handed over to the Government a lakh of rupees 
for endowing this school and the charitable dispensary at Nator 
and for founding a charitable dispensary at Rampur Bodlia. 
He also built a temple to Kali and endowed it with a consider- 
able property, the proceeds of which are utilized for feeding 
the poor. During the Mutiny he was appointed an Assistant 
Magistrate in the district of Rajshahi, and a small body of 
police was placed under his orders. He adopted Pramatha 
Nath, a direct descendant of Dayaram Ray through one of his 
daughters, and died in 1862. 

Pramatha Nath Ray (1849-833) was equally liberal and 
public-spirite1, and also received the title of Raja Bahadur. 
Amony other works of beneficence may be mentioned the 
construction of a building for the Rampur bodlia dispensary. 
He founded the Rajshahi Association and gave a lakh and-a- 
half of rupees in the name of the Association to raise the 
Rajshahi College to the status of a first grade college. He also 
established a girls school at Digh&patia and another at Rampur 
Boalid. He was nominated a member of the Bengal Legisla- 
tive Council in 1877. Before his death he executed a will by 
which he bequeathed his ancestral properties to his eldest 
son, Pramada Nath, and his considerable self-acquired pro- 
perties to his three yoanger sons. 

The present Raja, Pramada Nath Ray, was born in 1873, 
In 1894 he took over his estate from the Court of Wards and 
im 1897 was given the personal title of Raja. In 1909 he was 
elected by the landholders of the Province of Eastern Bengal 
and Assam to represent their interests in the Imperial Legisla- 
tive Council. He has followed the family tradition of generos- 
ity,eg., he gave Rs. 25,000 for the improvement of the Rampur 
Bodlia dispensary, Rs. 7,000 for rebuilding the Nator dispensary, 
Ra. 15,000 for rebuilding the high school-at Digh&patia and 
Rs. 20,000 to the Lady Dufferin Fund. He also placed at the 
disposal of the Government 80 bighas of land for the éstablish- 
ment of an agricultural farm at Rampur Bodlia, and when the 
Sericultural School was started there, he made a gift of 34 
bighus of land to it, To the Rajshahi Oollege he has given” 
lands valued at Rs 25,000. The Raja maintains a charitable 
dispensary and High School at Digh&patia and has also estab-. 
lished a High Scheol at Naokila in the district of Begra. His. 
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efdest son, Prathiva Nath Ray, has been granted the courtesy 
title of Kumar by Government. 

The Raja has three younger brothers, who have independent 
ealates of theirown. The eldest, Basanta Kumar Ray, lives a 
retired life at Dayarémpar in the Nator subihvision. The neat 
brother, Sarat Kumar Ray, who also lives at Dayardémpur 18 
interested in archeology and helped to found the Varendra 
Research Society of Rajshahi, of which he is the Presi- 
dent. The youngest, Hemendra Kusnar Ray, lives at Rampar 
Boaha. 

The district owes much to the bheneficence of this family, 
and it 18 interesting to observe the number of institutions 
founded by the Rajas and called bP. N. Ray after them, P. 
being the initials of all the Rajas since Praunath Ray 

Dubathatii—Vitlage in the Naogdon subdivision, situated 
5 mules south-west ot Naogion. It 18 the head-quarters of the 
Dubalhate Raj and contams a chspensary and high school 
(both of which are maimtamed by the Raj) as well as a post 
and telegraph olhee, The 4i/s round Dubalhat: are noted for 
excellent duck shooting a: d for their crops of boro paddy. 

The Dubalhats Raj family is one of the oldest faumthes in 
the district, tracing back tts history for 54 generations. Its 
foynder was Jagatram Ray, a merchant of Jangsherpur, a 
yillage iu Murshidabad on the right bank of the Padma. 
Legend relates that, when he was travellug with several 
boats laden with merchandise, he came up a river which rans 
through the Dubalhats estate and moored for the night at 
Kasba, a village 2 miles north of Dubuhati. The goddess 
Rajrajeswari appeared to him in a dream and directed him to 
settle there and build a temple in her honour. This he did, 
and gradually became master of all the neighbouring country. 
At that time it was mostly waste land with a few scattered 
hamlets, but gradually Jagatram and his descendants cleure t 
the jungle. settled tenants on ihe Jand and brought it under 

cultivation. 

Legend goes on to say that this reached the ears of the 
Mughal Nawab (or even the Emperor himself), who called the 
Baya to his court anil demanded revenue. He replied that the 
land produced nothing, but was a watery waste. The Nawab 
insisted that there must be some produce, and the astute Raja 
then declared there was nothing bat fish. Thereupon his 
annual revenue was fixed at 22 kdhdns, t.c. about 22,000, of kor 
fish. The astuteness of the Raja is farther apparent from kor 
fish being selected, this being the cheapest species h@could find. 


162 RAJSHAHI. 


After the death of Muktaraim (the 46th of the line), the 
estates were divided between his two sons, and both left Kagba, 
The younger brother, Raghuram, received a seven annas share 
ani came to Dubalhati. Krishnaram had a nine annas share 
and removed to Mainaém. The change of residence ix said to 
have been due to the behef that if they stayed any longer 
at Kasba, they would be childless, Certain it is that Krishna- 
ram had no issue, and though his widow adopted four sons, 
one after another died during her life-time. After these 
successive disappointments she sold her share of the property to 
the zamindars of Baliha: and Damndash. 

The elder branch thus died out. The present members of 
the family are descendants of Raghuram. Harana.h Ray 
Chaudhan, the father of the present zammndars, was made a 
Raja in 1875 and a Raja Bahadur in 1877 in recognition 
of the assistance he rendered during the famine of 1874 
and other acts of benevolence. Inter alia he made a gift of 
landed property, yielding Rs. 5,000 a year, to raise the Govern- 
ment Zila School at Rampur Bodla to the status of a college 
(the present Rajshah College). After his death his widows 
managed the estate with other executors of his will; the 
building of the charitable dispensary at Naogdon was erected 
by them. The present proprietors are Kamar Ghanada Nath 
Ray Chaudhuri, who bears the courtesy title of Kumar, and 
his step-brother, Krinkam Nath Ray Chaudhuri. The family 
claims to be Vaisya and calls itself Barendra Shaha. A survey 
and settlement of the estate was made about 25 years ago 
in consequence of disputes between the zamindar and his 
tenants. 

Godagari.—vVillage in the Sadar subdivision, situated on 
the northern bank of the Padma 19 miles north-west of 
Rampur Boijia and a few miles south-east of the junction of 
the Padma and Mahananda. It is the head-quarters of a thana 
and contains a charitable dispensary, sub-registry office, excise 
warehouse, and a District Board inspection bungalow. It is 
the terminus of the Katithar-Godagari branch of the Eastern 
Bengal State Railway ; a short length of line connects jit with 
Godagam Ghat, from which a ferry steamer plies to Lalgola 
Ghat on the opposite bank of the Ganges, from which the 
railway goes direct to Calcutta. It is an outlet for the grain 
trade of the Barind, and there is a considerable export from 
it by river. 

Godagari was a place of refuge for the inhabitants of 
Murshid&bSd during the Maratha raids, According to the 
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Sair-ul-Mutakharin, “The peaceful inhabitants of this great 
capital who, far from having ever seen such devastations, had 
not so much as the cover of a wall, became erovedingly fearful 
for their properties and families ; and they availed themselves 
,of the rainy season to cross over to the countries on the other 
side of the Ganges, such as Jahaugirnagar, Malda and Rampur 
Boalia, where most of them built themselves houses, and where 
they passed their lives. Even the Deputy Governor himself, 
Mawazish Mubammad Khan, crossed over with his family 
furniture and wealth, and lived at Godagari, which is one day’s 
distance from the city, and where be laid the foundation for 
himself and family. Ali Vardi Khan’s furniture and effects 
were likewise sent over.” The ruins of Kila Baruipara, which 
served as a fort of refuge, are still partially discermble. 

Gurudaspur.—aA village and police-station in the east of 
the Nator subdivision close to the Chalan Bil and the border of 
th district Pabna. It is a thriving river mart on the bank of 
the Gumani as the lower course of the Nandakuja is called. 
There are several doctors in the place, and a small reading 
room and hbrary have been started, At Chanchkoir, a 
Muhammadan village about one mile down the river, there is 
a pleasant site for campmg on the river bank. Biyaghat, 2 
mtles up the river, contains an important cutcherry of the 
Sitlai estate of Palma. Further up the river is Nazirpur, where 
excellent yhi can be obtained ; and beyond Nazirpur is Chan- 
drapur with the ruins of an indigo factory. From this latter 
place eastwards the Nandakuja has taken possession of the old 
bed of the Atrai, which has almost entirely silted up as far 
as Lalor westwards. 


Kalam.—A village in the Nator subdivision situated on the 
South-west margin of the Chalan Kil. Kalam is well known 
for its trae in fish and its manufacture of brass and bell-metal 
ware. It is a large and populous village as is shown by a popu- 
lar proverb current in the east of the district—Gdon dekhato 
Kalam, Bil dekhato Chalan, Sib dekhato Tdalam i.e. lf you 
want to see a village, go to Kalam; if you want to see a il, 
go to. the Chalan; if you want to see a Siva, go to Talam. 
‘T&lam is a village in the north-east of the Chalan Bil, and the 
reference is to 4 shrine of Siva, vows at which are believed to 
be regularly fulfilled, Ekannabigha, 7 miles south-east of 
Kalam on the way to Gurudaspur, is another well-known 
village in the Chalan Bil. 

Kasimpur.—aA village in the south of the Naogaon sub- 
division situated on the river Jamuna. It is the headquarters 
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of the Kasimpur estate, a large estate owned by an old family 
of Kulin Brahmans. The grandfather of the present proprie- 
tor, Grish Chandra Lahiri, received the title of Rai Bahadur 
in 1871 in acknowledgment of his liberality in assisting the 
residents of Rampur Bodlia who had suffered from an inunda- 
tion in 1867 and also in establishing a Middle English School at 
Kasimpur. His son, Kedar Prasanna Lahiri, gave a donatioa of 
Rs. 15,000 for the establishment of an industrial school in 
Rampur Bodlia and in 1897 established a charitable dispensary 
at Kasimpur to commerate Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee. 
He received the title of Rai Bahadar in 1898 and died in 1916, 
He has been succeeded by his son, Annada Prasanna Lahiri, 
who in 1906 married the eldest sister of Birendra Nath Ray of 
the Nator Chota Taraf. 

Khetur.—A village in the Sadar subdivision, situated 13 
miles west of Rampur Boalia and 2 miles north of Premtali, a 
village and steamer station on the road to Godagari. It hasa 
repute for sanctity from its having been the home of Narottam 
Thakur, a Vawhnava saint and follower of Chaitanya, the 
great Hindu religions reformer of the sixteenth century, 
A large religious fair, which lasts three days, is held in 
October, which is attended by many thousands of persons, 
‘The number varies from 10,000 to 20,000. It attracts 
Vaishnavas and Bairagis of all denominations, more parti- 
cularly from Rajshahi, Pabna, Nadia and Murshidabal. The 
custom is for the pilgrims to bathe at Premtali and then visit 
the temple at Khetur. 

Legend relates that the great Vaishnava Apostle, Chaitanya, 
in the course of his wanderings, crossed the Padma and 
bathed in the river at Premtali, meaning the place of 
(spiritual) love ; here also a fair is held at the same time as the 
fair at Khetur. Khetur itself was the home of Narottam Das, 
who is described as a princely ascetic, “son and heir of Raja 
Krishna Chandra Dutta of Srikheturi, who left-his vast wealth 
and his palace, when only a lad of sixteen and walked on foot 
to Brindiban. He lived there a life of piety and devotion, 
which lights up the sky of the Vaishnava community -imme- 
diately after the halo of Chaitanya Deva’s personality has 
pass.d away from it. Narottam’s life is described by Harahari 
Chakravarti, in his famous work Narottam Vilas. Though 
only a Kayastha by birth, his influence was so great that many 
good Brahmins like Ganga Narayan Chakravarti became kis 
willing digsiples, and acknowledged him -as their spivitanl_ 
head. Narottam, thongh belonging to the Kayastha caste, waa 
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called Thakur, a title generally applied in Bengal to Prahmins 
only.*” His place of meditation was near a cluster of tamar- 
ind trees west of the temple, which is still a hallowed spot to 
Bairagis. ‘The temple which is an insignificant brick building, 
contains the images of Gauranga (Chaitanya), of his wife Vish- 
nupriya Devi and of his chief disciple Nityananda. 

Kusumba,—vVillage in the Naogaon subdivision, situated 3 
miles south of Manda on the road from Manda to Rampur 
Boalia. It contains one of the few buildings of archeological 
merit in the district. This is a fine old stone mosque standing 
on the bank of a really beautiful tank. The latter is a clear 
sheet of water, 1,250 feet long by 900 feet broad. According 
to legend, the mos jue was built 300 years ago by one Sabar 
Khan, a lirahmin zamindar, who tarned Mugalman. He was 
seized and imprisoned by the then Nawab, perhaps for arrears 
of revenue, While in prison,he sung to relieve the tedium of 
his confinement. The Kegam was charmed hy his voice and 
fell in love with him. She intereeded for him with the 
Nawab, with such good effect that he released Sabar Khan, 
allowed him to go off with his wife and gave themas much as 
they could take out of the treasury in one praher (2! hours) ; 
with this spoil they built the mosque. The tale of the com- 
plaisant husband is too strange to be credible, and the love 
story recalls the familiar intrigues in which a man and his 
paramour rob an unsuspecting husband. 

‘The mosque is of the Bengal style of architecture usual in 
the buildings at Gaur, aud compares favourably with the mos- 
ques extant at (hat place.+ It is a square-shaped building with @ 
roof slightly curved in imitation of a Bengali hut. On the roof 
are the remains of six domes. The walls are of grey stone, or 
at least are faced with stone, with panels carved in low relief. 
There are three doorways: over the central doorway is an in- 
scription, The interior contains two richly carved mihrdbs of 
black stone, a large pulpit of grey stone and, above it, a third 
small mihrdb also richly carved. he building suffered badly 
during the earthquake of 1897, and only two domes are 
left intact. All six domes were supported partly by the walls 
and partly by two central stone pillars. One piilar still Lelps 
to. support.the remaining two domes; the other pillar is a dere- 

-iet, the domes which it upheld having disappeared. The large 
inscription over the central Courway records the fact that the 
moaque was bailt in 966 A.H., i. 1558 A.D., in the reign of 





* Dinesh OhandraBen, History of Beagali Language and Literfture, pp 498-9. 
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Bahadur Shah II, one of the Afghan Kings of Bengal, There 
is also a smaller and earlier inscription bearing the date 910 
A.H,, ie, 1503 A.D., which records the fact that it was set up 
in the reign of Husain Shah.* 

There is another small ruined mosque, 300 yards to the 
north-west, which is attributed to Sona Bibi, the wife of Sabar 
Khan. It is a ruinous brick building rent asunder by, and 
overgrown with, the parasitic pipal, To the north of it is a 
* large silted-up tank called Sonar Dighi, and to the south another 
small silted-up tank. The latter is said to have been used by 
the women of the place, who alone attended the ruined mosque. 

Lakshmanhati.—See Baigatipara. 

Lalpur.—Village in the south-west of the Nator subdivi- 
sion, situated near the Ganges 4 miles south-west of Gopalpur 
railway station, Tt is the head-quarters of a thana’and contains 
‘a District Board inspection bungalow, a Middle Vernacular 
school and a dispensary maintained by- the Pathia 5-annas 
estale. 

Mahadebpur.—A village in the Naogdon subdivision, 
sitaated on the Atrai river 16 miles north-west of Naogdon and 
9 miles north of Manda, It is the head-quarters of a thana 
and contains a sub-registry office, a dispensary (maintained by 
private subscriptions) and a Middle Enghsh school. There i8 
also a District Board inspection bungalow happily situated on a 
wie open maiddn on the bank of the river Atrai. The village: 
is notable as being a colony of Rarhi Brahmans, who are some- 
what rare in this land of Varendra Brahmans, There are three 
proprietors, whose shares are called the Bara Taraf, Chhota Taraf 
and Baganbari, the last being named after the garden house of 
the proprietors. 

Malanchi.—see } agatipara. 

Manda,—Village in the Naogion subdivision, situated 21 
m'les west of Naogaon. The road to it passes through Balihar; 
there is an unbridged Ahd/ at Satir Hit 5 miles from Balihar 
which dries upin the hot weather. The village is situated on 
the right bank of the river Atrai, which is crossed by a ferry. 
It is the head-quarters of a thana, and there is a one-rodmed 
inspection bungalow in the outskirts of the village: the name 
of the mauza in which the bungalow is situated is Kaélikapur. 
A few yards from the bungalow is a small coppice called Daki- 
nitala, in which goats are sacrificed to Dakinima Darga, 








Tam indebted for the deciphermnent and translation of the inseriptiona to Maulvi 
Abdul Hakim, Prefessor, Rajebabi College. 
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Tradition relates that dacoits used to worship her and offer 
sacrifices here before starting on their raids. The place has 
now the halo of sanctity, and Hindus make offerings on 
Tuesdays and Saturdaysin the hopo of obtaining the falfil- 
ment of some cherished desire, such as a cure for 1]!ness. 

The real name of the village is Dosat:, and the name Manda 
is only the official designation, which has been given to it since 
the head-quarters of the thana was moved here from the real 
Manda, 1.¢., Thakur Manda, which forms the subject of the 
next paragraph. The local explanation of the name Dosati is 
that there are two villages, one on each side of the Atrai, which 
commemorate the fact that some ancient worthy had two 
wives (due satin), Certain it is that this village 18 called 
Dosati, and the village on the other side of the river Dovatin. 

Manda (Thakur).—Village in the Naogaon subdivision, 
situated on the west bink of the Manda Kil. It is 4 niles 
in a straight hue from Man la thana, but itis cut off from 
it by the Manda Bil. To reach it from Manda one proceeds 
by a fair cutcha road to Kalaman Ghat (4 miles), where 
the river i» crossed by a boat ~The road is then a rough track 
meandering about im the helds for half a mil as far as Haripur 
Ghat, where there 18 no ferry . there 1s, however, a rough 
bridge here in the hot weather From this one goes along the 
edge of the Manda Bil for 2 miles. Manda itself 18 situated 
on the edge of the Parind, which here rises from the bil. The 
village can also be reached across the fields from Bartalt on 
the Haripur-Gangor road, It contains a dispensary, Middle 
Vernacular school and several zamindari cutcherries 

Among Hindus the village has a wide local reputation 
ou account of the sanctity of the temple of Raghunath. The 
shrine 1s of the usual pyramidal shape: in front of it is a 
semi-circular portico with Doric pillars, It 1s fairly modern, 
having been built by the pious Rani Bhawani of Nator (circa 
1780). The mage ws said to be of rmmemonal antiquity and to 
have been dug up from the bed of the Manda Bil. A mela 
is held here in the month of Phalgun (April-May) at the time 
of the, Rimnavami or Basanti Puja; it 18 sometimes attended 
by as many as 20,000 persons. Raghunath, it is said, has the 
power to restore sight to his devotees. Persons suffering from 
blindness and cataract therefore come and sit dharna, te., 
remain fasting for ore day, two «lays, or even, I am informed, 
three days, in order that the god may grant them their hearts’ 
dgsire. Last year (1914) a European officer witnessed what 
was universally hailed by the assembled people as a miraculoys 
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cure, but he could not satisfy himself whether it was a real 
cure or not. 

Naogaon.—Head-quarters of the auhdivision of the same 
name, sitaated on the right bank of the river Jamuna 4 miles 
west of Santahar railway station. It is connected with the 
latter by a metalled road, but there is no bridge across the 
river, which has to be crossed by a ferry boat. It contains the 
usual subdivisional offices, a Munsif’s court, a sub-registry office, 
a large high school, a good girls’ school, a small night school, 
a Sanskrit éo/, a dik bungalow and a public charitable dispen- 
sary called the Price dispensary after a former Collector of 
Rajshahi. There is also a dispensary maintained by the Pre- 
sbyterian Mission at Chakrampur, on the eastern side of the 
river ahout a mile Crom the town, 

Naogion is modern and contains no building of any in- 
terest. he largest and quite the most prosaic structures are 
the godowns in the gdju warehouse; nere the gdnja is 
brought for storage and kept till it is sold and exported. To 
this industry Naogdon owes its selection as a sabdivisional head- 
quarters and its present prosperity. ‘The records of the Collect- 
orate show that the East India Company had a factory here 
as early as 1782, which was under the Resident at Kumar- 
khali. 

A little to the west of the town, on the side of the road to 
Mahadebbpur, there is a tomb with an epitaph showing that it 
covers the remains of Lieutenant C. F, Cooke, R.E., Assistant 
Engineer in the Bogra Special Division, who died of cholera at 
Naogaon in 1875, 

Naogaon Subdivision.—Northern subdivision of the 
district with an area of S60 square miles and a population 
of 517,495 persons, It is bounded on the north by the 
Dinajpur district, on the east by the Bogra district, on the 
south by the Bagmara and Tanor thanas of the Sadar sub- 
division and by the Singr: and Nator thanaa of the Nator 
subdivision, and on the west by the Bagmira thana and 
the Malda district (Gomastapur thana). 

€ The subdivision is intersected by the river Atrai, to the 
east of which there is much swampy water-logged land; 
on the north-west is the elevated, slightly undulating tract 
called the Barind. The Atrai river flows past Mahadebpar. 
and Manda on the south of the Barind, and is joined by 
the Jamana, which rans from north to south near the Bogra 
border and, passes through Naogion town, Last. of the 
junction the Atrai bifarcates, and most of its water passes coe 
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the northern branch known as the Gur; the southern branch 
is a narrow shallow stream choked with weeds and moribund, 
The high banks of these rivers are fringed with villages, and 
there are several large river marts on the Atrai. Beyond the 
villages the land slopes away to cultivated paddy land or per- 
ennial marsh.) The most notable of these bi/s is the Manda 
Bil near Thakur Manda, a clear sheet of water with rapidly 
sloping banks. It continues in a chain of br/s to the south 
and east. here is also an enormous stretch of perennial 
swamp all round Dubaihati village in the angle between the 
Atrai and the Jamuna. (The area west of the Atra: beyond the 
bils, im Manda and Mabadebpur thanas, 18 typieal | arind, 
It is undulating country cat up by streams (called Adres) 
flowing in deep canuels, The geutle slopes leading down to 
these streams are terraced into nice fields, 

‘The chief crops are rice, jute, sugarcane and gdiya.) Rieu is 
sown broadcast im the deeper di/y and is transplanted im 
the higher lands of the Barind, where the water necessary 
for cultivation has to be retained by ails. ae, Small embank- 
ments round the fiells, In the deeper 61/5, notably round 
Dabalkati, a large quantity of summer rice (hore dhdn) 18 
grown. This 18 transplanted in the 4// and reaped about 
the end of May and the beginning of June, when the water ww 
atits lowest. (Rice, specially dus, and jule grow abundantly 
on both sides of the Atrai and Jamuna rivers on the rich pale 
soil near their banks. \ Sugarcane is raised in the cast of the 
Mahadebpur thana and the west of Badalgachhi, while gdnja is 
produced in the north of Naogion and in some parts of 
the Mahadebpur thana. The south and eastof the Naogdon 
thana contain much lowlying country, and the Panchupar 
thana is so low that it remains under water half the year; 
the silt left by the mundations is very fertile, and rice, 
jute and bamboos grow abundantly, 

Nator.—Head-quarters of the Nator subdivision situated 
on the Narad river two miles from the Nator railway station. 
It contains the usual offices of a subdivisional head-quarters, a 
Muusif’s Court, a charitable dispensary, a eub-registry office, 
and a District Board bungalow. The last is close to the 
railway station. Some rooms in the subdivisional office 
building are also used as a Cironit House. This building 
and the Subdivisionai Officer’s residence date back to 1795, 
and are the oldest Government buildings in the district. 

The town, being centrally situated, was selected for the 
head-quariers of Rijsh&hi when it was first m&de a British 
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district and occupied that position till 1825, when the Courts 
were.removed to Rampur Boalia on account of its anhealthi- 
ness, Even before this Nator was noted for its insalubrity ; 
and we find the Collector submitting a representation on that 
account as early as 1788. Nor is this to be wondered at, as it 
is built on low marsh land. The Narad river has, moreover, 
silted up and 1s no longer flushed by annual floods; it is, in 
fact, a dead river. There are large Jils in the neighbourhood, 
and the outskirts of the town are buried in rank jungle. The 
result is that the town is decadent, and its population has 
fallen from 9,674 in 1872 to 8,251 in 1901 in spite of the 
access of trade caused by the construction of the railway soon 
after the former year. The area of the town, ze, the area 
within municipal hmits, 13 2! square miles. 

The two chief defects of the town are the absence of a 
pure water-supply and an efficient system of «drainage. The 
latter is a pecnharly difficult problem, for the town has, for 
the most part, been built up in low-lying land from the earth 
excavated from numerous tanks and hollows, which in their 
present condition are a complete bar to any really effective 
scheme of drainage. The problem, therefore, differs from an 
ordinary drainage scheme in so far as it involves building up 
the site of a town situated in a depression, instead of cutting 
drains to carry off surface water. 

The most distinctive feature of the town is a huge shallow 
stagnant sheet of water called the Laldighi, which was 
formerly a bl: 1t is said to have been excavated for building 
the Rajbari of the Nator Raj. The Rajbari is a collection of 
buildings of no particular architectural merit ; round it is a 
moat, called the chauk:, which was excavated by Raja 
Ramjiban in the eighteenth century. Close to the Rajbari are 
a dispensary and a High School maintained by the Maharaja of 
Nator. There is another High School on the outskirts of the 
town at Dighapatia, a village which contains the residence 
of the Raja of Dighapatia, a modern building with well laid- 
out grounds. 

NAtor gives its name to the Nator Raj family. The founders 
of the fortunes of the family were two brothers named 
Raghunandan and Ramjiban, whose father was a Brahman 
in the employ of the Rajas of Pathia, Raghunandan was 
first the Vakil of the Pathia Raj at the Comrt of Murshid 
Kuli Khan at Murshidaébad. He next obtained a post in the 
revenue establishment of the Nawab and eventually rose to the 
position of Difvdn or Financial Minister of the Nawab. His 
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elder brother Ramjiban soon began to acquire large landed 
property, receiving many confiscated and escheated estates 
through his influence. According to the Riyazu-s-Salatin, 
the zamindar of Chakla Rajahahi, which lay south of the 
Ganges, refused to pay the revenue demanded from him, and 
safter being defeated in a pitched battle, committed suicide 
for fear of the anger of Murshid Kuli Khan. The latter then 
transferred his zamindari to Rimjiban and to another Rengal 
zamindar, “ who were punctual in payments of revenue.” A 
few years later, a more famous zamindar, named Sitarém, 
of Mahmudpur in Jessore, rebelled, was defeated and hanged 
on a gallows in Murshidibad (with his face in a cowhide) ; 
after which his zawindari was transferred to Rampibin (circa 
1712). 

The zamindari of Rajshéhi, which was thus founded, was 
gradually extended and became one of the greatest estates in 
Bengal. It owed ity origin to the severe revenue policy of 
Murshid Kuli Khan, under which zamindars were dispossessed 
of their estates on any failure in the payment of revenue, and 
the Viceroy either made grants of them to favoured persons or 
let them ont to the highest bidder. “The zamindari of 
Rajshahi,” wrote Warren Hastings in 1786, “the secoud in 
rank in Bengal, and yielding an annual revenue of about 25 
lakhs of rupees, has risen to ity present magmitude during the 
course of the last 80 years by accumulating the property of a 
great number of dispossessed zamiudara, although the ances- 
tors of the present possessor had not, by inheritance, a right to 
the property of a single village within the whole zamindaii.” 

The extent of the estate, when Warren Hastings wrote, will 
be realized from the fact that it is said to have extended into 
Bhagalpur on the west and as far as Dacca on the east, while 
on the south of the Ganges it included a great portion of the 
present districts of Marshidabad, Nadia, Jessore, Birbhim 
and even Burdwan. Holwell stated that it extended over 
“35 days’ travel,” and according to Grant’s ‘Analysis of the 
Finances of Bengal’ it was “the most unwieldy extensive 
zamindari of Bengal or perhaps in India” and produced “at 
least Your-fiftha of all the silk, raw or manufactured, used 
in or exported from the effeminated luxurious Empire of 
Hindustan.” 

Ramjiban made his headquarters at Nator, where he built 
a Rajbari, tanks and temples. He was succeeded in 1730 by 
an adopted son, Ramakanta, to whose natural father Rimjibin 
gave the parganas of Chaugrém in Rajshaihi an@ Islamabad 


172 RAJSHARI. 


in Rangpur, which are still held by his descendants, who 
are known locally as the Rajaés of Chaugram., Ramakanta died 
in 1748, after which the estate was manaved for half a century 
by his widow, Rani Bhawani. The Rani is to this day famous 
for piety, charity and munificence, and it is not too mach to 
say that her name js a household word among the Hindus of 
Bengal. At Benares alone she is said to have established 380 
rhrines, guest-houses, etc., and many temples were built in 
other parts of the country and endowed with money an] lind, 
‘The great embanked road in the Nator subdivision which runs 
east to Bhawdnipur in Bogra, and is stul called Rani Bhawani’s 
Jangul, was constracted by her, and numerous tanks and 
sirais were built with her money. Doctors were enter.amed 
to give medical rehef to the poor in different villages, and her 
charity extended even to the animal world, men being engaged 
to feed cattle and birds and even to put sugar into antholes 
Her generosity to | rahmans was lavish, and she is said to have 
given 100,010 #ighas of lund to them free of rent Altogether, 
she is credited with spending 50 crores of rupees im religions 
acts and charity. 

Rani Fhawani sarvived her hnsband 58 years and iw her 
old age retired from the management of the estate, which 
devolved on her adopted son, Ramkrishna. He was as an- 
punctual m the payment of revenue as the founder of the 
family had been punctual, and the estate which had owed its 
origin to this virtue rapidly dwindled. Within two years of 
the Permanent Settlement, the Government recorded that of 
the whole arrears outstanding for the Province abont one- 
half was due from the zamindaris of Birbhiim and Rajshahi. 
“Among the defaulters,” says the Fifth Report, “ were some 
of the oldest and most respectable famihes in the country. 
Such were the Rajas of Nadia, Rajshahi, Bishnupur, Kasijora 
and others, the dismemberment of whose estates at the end of 
euch of succeeding year threatened them with poverty and 
ruin.” On the death of Ramkrishna in 1796 what was left of 
the estate passed to his two sons, Sibnath and Biswanath, and 
the family was divided into two branches known as the Bara 
Taraf and Chhota Taraf, é¢., the senior and junior branches. 
The estate is said even then to have brought in 27 lakhs a 
year, and the elder son Kiswan&th received zamindaris yield- 
ing 18 lakhs, while the younger son received all the debottar 
and revenge-free estates yielding 9 lakhs a year. Both, how- 
ever, neglected their estates, which gradually dwindled down 
te their present dimensions. 
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The history of the Bara Taraf is one of childless. proprietors 
and adopted sons. Biswanath left no issue and his widow 
atlopted Govinda Chandra, who died childless soon after attain- 
ing his majority. Govinda Chandra’s widow then’ adopted 
Govinda Nath, who also died childless, and the widow .of 
Govinda Nath adopted the present Maharaja, Jagadindra Nath 
Ray. He was granted the personal title of Maharaja.in 1877 
and was elected a member of the Uengal Legislative Council by 
the landholders of the Rajshahi Division in 1913. He main- 
tains a High School and charitable dispensary at Nator and is 
the patron of a well-known cricket team, the Nator XI. His 
son, Jogindra Nath Ray, has the courtesy title of Kumar. 

‘As regards the Chhota Taraf, the successor of Sibnath was 
his son, Anandandth Ray, who was given the title of Raja 
Mahadur and was also made a C.S. 1. He died in 1886 and 
was succeeded by his son, Chandranath, who was made a Raja 
and @. I. E. On the death of Chandranath in 1875 the estate 
passed to his younger brother, Jogendranath, who died in 1900° 
The heir is his grandson, Pirendra Nath, who is a student of the 
Calcutta University aud will shortly attain his majority. Dur- 
ing his minority the estate has been managed by executors with 
his mother, as managing executrix, His eldest sister is married 
to Annada Prasanna Lahiri of Kasimpur and his second sister 
to Naresh Narayan Ray of Puthia, 

It may not be out of place to mention that Rai Kisori Chand 
Mitra, a well-known Anglo-Bengali litterateur and the first 
Indian Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta, was Subdivisional 
Officer of Nator about sixty years ago. 

Nator Subdivision.—The south-eastern subdivision of the 
district with an area of 864 square miles and a population 
of 398,958 persons. It is bounded on the north by the 
Naogdon subdivision and the Pogra district, on the south by 
the river Padma and the Pabna district, on the east by the 
Pabna district and on the west by the Sadar subiivision. The 
subdivision is remarkable for the number and extent of its 
bils, These are found all over the subdivision except in police 
station Nandigrém (i.r., the northern half of thana Singra) 
where the Barind rises from-the 4%/ country, and thana Lalpur, 
where the Ganges has raised the land along its banks and the, 
“only bils that remain are small and isolated. . A wide belt of 
low land stretches across the subdivision from the ,north of 
Nator thana eastwards with a continuous bend towards the 
south until it passes into Paibna district on the east of Barai- 
gram thana. JThe northern part of Singra th€na is Baring 
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country. It is high and open, and the paddy, which is the only 
crop, is transplanted in plots in which the water is retained 
by Gils sometimes as high as two feet.* 

The subdivision suffers from the prevalence of malaria, and 
Nator town is, perhaps, the most unhealthy spot in the whole 
subdivision The inhabitants are usually of poor physique 
and as often as not show signs of enlarged spleen. The only 
part of the subdivision which does not suffer in the same way 
is the northern half of Singra thana, under the Nandigram 
police station, The inhabitants of this arca are by contrast 
healthy and energetic, the country 1s open and there 1s practi- 
cally no bamboo or low jungle. 

There 1s a net-work of rivers and water-courses, and during 
the rainy season almost every part ix accessible by boat, while 
people go from one bonse to another im big earthen tubs called 
charis, which are propelled by mimature oars or poles and 
sometimes by the hands. The outlying portions of the dz/s dry 
up towards the close of the cold weather and are then brought 
under cultivation. In some bi/s there are small islands with a 
few huts on them, the residents of which have to depend upon 
boats and chdris for communication with the cutside world 
and the supply of provisions. 

The eastern extremity of the subdivision includep a 
portion of the great Chalan Bil, which 18 being gradually 
silted up and reclaimed. The Haiti Bul, which is situated to 
the north of Nator, ix also a big 62/ several square miles in 
area, . 

Niamatpur.—A village in the Naogaon subdivision, 
situated four miles north-west of Bartéhh on the Haripur- 
Gangor Road. It isin the heart of the Barind and contains a 
police-station which was specially created for the suppression 
of crime in a tract which ha‘ hitherto been remote from police 
supervision. It contains the residence of a Muhammadan 
zamindar named Habibar Rahman Chaudhuri. 

Paharpur.—A village in the extreme north-east of the 
Naogaon subdivision, situated 8 miles north-east of Badalgachhi. 
It contains a remarkable tumulus which has not yet- been 
excavated, but may very possibly cover the remains of a Buddhist 
stupa. The following account of it was given by Buchanan’ 
Hamilton: “I found it an immense steep heap of bricks, from 
100 to 150 feet in perpendicular height, covered with bushes, 
and crowned by a remarkbly fine tree. On ascending about half- 
way, I foung three large rough stones, on which I had been 
jed to expect an inscription ; but I found afterwards that the 
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person who gave me the information, although a Brahmin and 
a zemindar, could not read. On the summit is a small chamber 
of brick, with a door facing the east, and a small niche towards 
the west. This is said to have been the residence of a Muham- 
madan hermit, which is very probable. The heap of bricks, or 
hill as it is called, had been surrounded by a square rampart, 
the ruins of which contain many bricks, and each side may be 
400 yards in length. The rampart is overgrown with trees, but 
the space between it and the hill is clear, and contains some small 
tanks and indications of brick buildings, especially towards the 
corners of the rampart. -The thickness of this would induce 
one to believe that the place might have been a fortress, Lut no 
ditch can be traced, and the heap, which is by far the mos 
remarkable part of the ruin, could not have answered for 
defence. Iam therefore inclined to believe that it has been 
a temple, and its great steepness and height induce me to sup- 
pose that it has been solid, like many of the temples of Buddha 
in Ava and Nepal; for a hollow temple, of which the roof 
had fallen in, would be much flatter. My conjecture is con- 
firmed by the vicinity of the several places which are said to 
have belonged to the Pal family, who were worshippers of 
Baddha,”* 

Paharpur means the city of the hill, and another name 
mentioned by Buchanan Hamilton was “Goyal Chitar Pahar.” 
Goyal is a misprint for Gopal, and the name means the hill of 
the cremation site of Gopal. It may therefore mark the spot 
where the body of Gopala, the first of the Pala Kings, was 
cremated, Sir Alexander Cunningham, however, held thai the 
mound might represent the ruins of a Brahmanical temple, as he 
found there a terra-cotta sculpture of a deity which he took to 
be the skeleton goddess K4li, ‘The mound,” he says, “is about 
200 feet from west to east, the highest point being 50 feet from 
the western base and 150 feet from the eastern base. It 
stands, in the middle of a large enclosure about 1,500 feet 
square outside, formed by a massive earthen emlankment about 
150 feet. broad on the east side and not more than 100 feet on 
the ther three sides.” 

Pananagar.—aA village in the Sadar subdivision, situated 
about 8 miles north of Puthia. It containa a dispensary main- 
tained by the District Board. The place is somewhat difficult 
of access, To get to it from Puthia, one goes 4 miles along the 
Puthia-Tahirpur road and then turns to the west following, for 
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two miles, a track across the fields, which is good enongh for a 
horse or bicycle in the cold weather, At the end of this track 
is the large village of Damdama, which is separated from 
Pananagar by the Sonaikdnda Bil, 2 miles long, which contains a 
fair depth of water even in the cold weather, Along the eges 
however it is then so shallow that one can only get along on an 
elephant. Pandnagar can also be reached from Sibpur on the 
Nator Road. Going north from that place one follows the 
Durgapur Road as far as the village of Pali Pokharia and then 
strikes off north-east by a Local Board, Road, which brings one 
to the bank of the Haja river, on which Panaiagar vtands. 
Puthia.—A villuge in the Sadar subdivision, situated 104 
miles west of Nator. It is situated on the Puthia-Sardah Road, 
half a mile from the point where that road joins the road from 
Rampur Bodlia to Nator. The village is the head-quarters of a 
thana and contains a dispensury and High School. Both these 
institutions are maintained by Naresh Narayan Ray, the 
owner of the Puthia 4-annas estate. His residence is in the 
village, as well as the Rajbari of the Puthia 5-annas estate. 
The Paresh Narayan dispensary, to give its fult name, was 
established in 1866, and the present building was constructed 
in 1898 by his mother, Rani Manomohini Devi,in memory of 
her husband, Paresh Narayan Ray. The Paresh Narayan 
High Schoo) was founded in 1871. Close by the Khubaneswar 
temple is a tall handsome shrine of Siva in the Pancharatna 
style, which overlooks a fine tank called the Siva Sagar. The 
shrine was erected in 1823 by Rani Bhuban Mayi Devi, widow 
of Raja Jagat Narayan Ray of the 5-annas estate. Proceeding 
through the village we come to the Dol Mandap, a somewhat 
plain and simple building made up of several storeys, each 
smaller than the lower. On the east of this is a noble tank, the 
Govinda Sagar, which was ro-excavated in 1893 by Rani 
Hemanta Kumari Deviin memory of her husband Jatindra 
Narayan Ray. The Rajbari of the 5-annas estate faces the 
Dol Mandap; this is a building of European style erected by 
the Rani in 1895 in memory of her hasband, In the court- 
yard are two shrines of the family god, Govinda, both brick 
buildings richly adorned with finely carved brigk plaques, 
One of these is a single-storeyed structure with 4 bump- 
‘backed roof in the familiar style .of the Bengali Shut; this 
is rainous and abandoned having been badl; 













earthq of 1897. The other temple, ; 4s opid:to,he.200 
years oli, has a central pyramidal towe ‘small pyramidal 
tower at eucl corner. The image of Go kept here for 
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ten days at a time, after which it is moved to a shrine of the 
4-annas estate for another ten days. Another old building 
of architectural interest is the Jhulan Mandir, which collapsed 
in the earthquake of 1897, 

‘The founder of the Puthia Raj family is said to have been a 

»sage named Batsacharya, who lived towards the end of the 

sixteenth century, A.L. The story of the foundation of the 
family fortunes is as follows. A great part of Rajshahi was at 
that time held by a Pathan ydyirdur callod Lashkar Khin: 
this chief's grant was called, after him, Lashkarpur The sub- 
jugation of the rebellious Pathan chiefs of Bengal was, as is 
well known, one of the tasks Akbar had to perform in order to 
consolidate his empire. Man Singh, one of hrs ablest general 
and Viceroys, was sent with a Moghul army against them, and 
on the way halted at the village (Chandrakda, 6 miles north- 
east of Pathia) where Batsdcharya lived. ‘The sage hada wide 
reputation for learning and piety. Man Singh consulted him 
and was much struck by his erudition and, in particular, by his 
knowledge of the forms of worsmp enjomed by the Tantras, 
He offered him grants of land, which the sage, intent on the 
spiritual life, refused. His son Pitambar, however, was given a 
grant of Lashkarpur, which had presumably been confiscatad 
for the rebellion of Lashkar Khan. The latter lived at Alaipur, 
a village on the Ganges, 12 miles south-east of Puthia, which to 
this day has precedence over all other mahdls at the punya of 
the pargana, 1.¢., the people of this village head the procession 
of rent-payers. 

After Pitambar’s death without issue the estate passed to his 
brother Nilambar, on whom the Emperor Jahangir is said to 
have conferred the title of Raja. The son of Nilambar received 
a gift of half of the Tahirpur Pargana from one of the 
old Rajas of Tahirpur (a line now eatinct) which largely 
added to the extent of the estate. About 1744 a partition of 
the estate was made between tour brothers, the eldest receiving 
4-annas, to which each of the younger brothers added half an 
anna out of respect, it is said, for the claim of primogeniture, 
8o that his share became 5!-annas and their shares 3j-annas, 

The flue-annas estate-—The share of the eldest brother is 
still known as the 5-annas estate, but actually, owing to a sub- 
sequent partition between two brothers in 1807, only half of it 
is held by the 5-annas estate: the other half was sold at 
an auction saleand eventually was purchased recently by 
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Hemendra Kumar Ray of the junior branch of «the Dighapatia 
Raj. 

The proprietors have a good record for works of public 
munificence, which are due, to a large extent, to the Ranis, 
and especially to Maharani Sarat Sundari, widow of Jagendra 
Narayan Ray, whose name, it has been said, “is venerated 
throughout India for her extensive charities and for her 
character as a model Hindu widow.”* Among other works 
of utility may be mentioned the erection of a boarding 
house for the students of the Rajshahi College and the 
establishment of the Sanskrit College at Rampur Boalia. She 
was made a Rani in 1875 and a Maharani in 1877. The 
present proprietress is a widow, Rani Hemanta Kumari Devi, 
who was given the personal title of Ram in 1901. 

The four-annas estate.—There 18 at present only one four- 
annas estate, this being one of the shares (originally 3! annas) 
created at the partition above referred to. It 16 held by 
Naresh Narayan Ray, who resides at Puthia, where he main- 
tains the high school and dispensary. If was under the 
management of the Court of Wards till he attained his majority 
in 1909. He is known locally as the Charani Kumar and has 
married a sister of Birendra Nath Ray of the Nator Chota 
Taraf. 

The one-anna estate—There is also a one-anna estate, 
which is held by two brothers, viz., Nripendra Nariyan Ray 
and Khagendra Narayan Ray, who are in reduced circum- 
stances. They aro locally known as the Ek-anna Kumars. 
Their estate was under the Court of Wards and was released 
in 1912, 

Rajapur.—A village in the Naogaon subdivision, situated 
about a mile north-west of Thakur Manda. A curious legend 
attaches to the place, It is said that it was the capital of a‘ 
Hindu Raja, whose life was miraculously renewed from day to 
day. In the morning he was a babe, at mid-day he was a young 
man in the prime of life, in evening he was an old man, and at 
might he died. This strange existence was terminated by a 
Musalman, who killed a cow in front of his palace. The shock 
caused by this infamous act was so great that the” Raja 
died at once and never revived. The Raja’s palace is said to 
have had floors made of glass, but no trace of this or of any 
other building survives. Considering the rarity of glass in 
Bengal, the tradition seems curious, but it probably refers to 
glazed tiles. The remains of mounds, tanks, and scattered 
bricks showshowever, that Rajapur was onee a prosperous place, 
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There is another village of Rajapur to the south-west of, 
Charghat in the Sadar subdivision, which contains a police- 
station. The original village of Rajapur has been washed 
away by the Ganges, and the real name of the village is Pani- 
kamra. 

Rampur Boalia.—Head-quarters of the district, situated 
on the north bank of the river Padma. Its population in 1911 
was 23,406, of whom 12,981 were Hindus and 10,325 were 
Muhammadans. The town occupies a long narrow strip 
between the river Padma and some low-ly:ng country inland, 
and the area within municipal limits is 4} square miles, Its 
length (from Raipara to Kajla Post Office) is six mules and its 
average breadth is three-quarters of a mile. 

The name ig duc to the fact that it origiually consisted 
of two villages, viz, Rampur and Boalia. It w frequently 
referred to by villagers as Rampur, and the name of the thana 
of which it is the headquarters is Bodlia. It is also commonly 
called Rajshahi, which is the postal and telegraphic designation 
as well as the name of the steamer station. The crvil station 
is situated in a Government estate called Sririmpur, where 
there is a spacious maiddn ; the offices and courts of the Col- 
lector and District Judge are located in Bulanpur, 2 miles from 
the town, where there is also a Constables’ Training School. 
Rampur Bodlia isa place some what difficult of access, being 
without a railway. The only two practicable means of reach- 
ing it are by road (28 miles) from Nator on the line to 
Darjeeling, or by steamer from Lalgola Gnat on the Ganges 
where steamers connect with the railway line from Calcutta. 

In the map of Bengal made by Van den Broucke, a Dutch 
Governor in 1660, a road is shown as starting from Rampur 
Bodalia which passed through the districts of Rajshahi, Pabna 
(vid Harial), Bogra’and Rangpur to the Assam border—a grat 
military road. The earliest historical mention of Rampur 
Boalia that I have been able to trace occurs in the Sair-ul- 
Mutakharin, which states that in the middle of the eighteenth 
centuty many of the inhabitants of Murshidabad fled across the 
Ganges to escape the Maratha raids and sought refuge at Rampur 
Bealia and otner places where “they built themselves houses 
and passed their lives.” The town had by this time become 
an entrepot of the Dutch trade in silk and other goods, which 
centred in their factory, which is still called the Bara Kothi. 
Towards the end of the eighteenth century the French also set 
up a small concern, for a report of 1784 from Mr. Collinson, 
Resident at “Banleah” states :—“From the resulfof the most 
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iccurate information I have been able to collect relative to the 
rade heretofore carried on by the French East India Company, 
t appears they have never possessed any regular factory or 
stablishment within this division; but I understand they 
vented about nine years ago a small house in the neighbour- 
1ood ot Rampore, where they provided a quantity of the 
sountry-wound silk under the inspection and management 
of a native gomastah, and to this particular object their com- 
nercial operations were solely and intimately confined.” 

The English had a Commercial Resident at Bodlia, and their 
srade in the Rajshahi silk was obviously very extensive, for in 
1787 the Commercial Resident was given an advance ‘of 
Rs. 75,000, or half that allotted to Cossimbazar, for investment 
in silk. It was not however until 1525 that it was made the 
head-quarters of the district, a measure necessitated by the 
anhealthiness of Nator, where the Collector lived until that 
year. Rampur Bodalia was for some time the head-quarters of 
the Rajshahi Division, as well as of the district, but the absence 
of railway facilities made it very difficult of access from other 
parts of the division, and in 1888 the Commissioner moved his 
head-quarters to the more accessible station of Jalpaiguri.* 

Historically the must interesting building in the town is the 
old Dutch factory called the Bara Kothi, 2.¢., the “ big house,” 
This building is now identically the same as when occupied by 
the Dutch, for certain later additions were so damaged by the 
earthquake of 1897 that they had to be demolished, thus restor- 
ing the building te its original dimensions. A visitor cannot 
but be struck by the thickness of the walls and also by the 
darkness of the rooms on the lower floor, which were obviously 
used as silk store rooms, After its relinquishment by the Dutch, 
this building was the English Commercial Residency and contin- 
ued to be so until the East India Company gave up its com- 
mercial operations ir 1833. It then passed into the hands of 
Messrs. Robert Watson and Company, a firm which carried on 
the silk and indigo industries on a large scale ; and it was the 
head-quarters of the European Voluntecr force during the 
Mutiny. A few years agoit was acquired by the Midnapore 
Zamindari Company, which has let part of it to the India 
General Navigation and Rivers Steam Navigation Companies 
for use as the residence and office of their local agent, 

The Bara Kothi was strongly fortified when it was held by 





* The head-quarters of the Division were at Berhampore until 1875, when the dis- 
trict of Murshidabad was ttaueferred from the Rjsbihi Division to the Presidency 
‘Division 
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the Dutch. The towers at each side have loop-holes for rifle 
fire, which would command any attacking force below. The 
building also mounted some cannon. These ‘have been 
removed to Shikarpur, a concern of the Midnaporé Zamindari 
Company in Nadia; but one may still be seen in the police 
lines at Rampur Bualia, where it served till a few years ago as 
the midday gun. It has « monogram, roughly cut on the 
barrel, composed of the letters V. 0. C. A. , The first three 
letters must represent Vereenigde Ostindiche Companie, i.e., 
the United East India Company. I have no knowledge of 
Dutch to enable me to say what A stands for; possibly it. 
represents Artillery. Another relic of the Dutch is an un- 
mounted swivel gun, 7 feet long, which has been taken 
from the Bara Kothi to the bangalow of the Manager of the 
Midnapore Zamindari Company at Maricha in Murshidabad. 
Enquiry has shown that swivel guns of the same type are 
common in the Malay States, where they were used by 
the Dutch and Portugues in their struggle for supremacy in 
the Far East, and afterwards by Malay pirates, who eagerly 
adopted such useful weapons. They were small portuble 
cannon mounted on swivels and were generally placed in the 
bulwarks of junks or prahus to repel or assist in an attack. It 
is probable that this particular gun came from one of the Dutch 
boats that went along the river laden with silk and other valu- 
able cargo.” 

In the compound of the Bara Kothi there is a small cemetery 
with graves dating back to the early years of the nineteenth 
century. The oldest epitaph in it is to the memory of Christo- 
pher Oldfield of the Honourable Company’s Civil Service, who 
died in 1808. Another tomb outside the cemetery walls is two 
years older, having been erected over the remains of Samuel 
Beachcroft, who died in 1806. From the old Collectorate 
Records, I find that in 1790 he was in the East India Company’s 
service and Resident at Harriaul, the modern Harial in Pabna 
close to the borders of Rajshahi. This is the only tomb out- 
side the cemetery : ingide it there are 13 tombs with epitaphs. 
A simple epitaph is that on the grave of Thomas Combes, viz., 
“Here lies an honest man.” Combes wasa planter who used 
to live at.Maricha just across the Ganges in Murehidabad and, 
as the inscription shows, died in 1833. The most pathetic com- 
memorates Eugene Deveria, who died in 1848 at the early age 








* Tam indebted for thie information to Mr. R. G. Macdonell of gis A photo- 
gtaph of the gun will be found in the Field ot 18th January 1918. © 
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of 15. “Sublatus ex oculis, in corde matris adest,” ¢ ¢., 
“Though removed from his mother’s eyes, he still lives in her 
heart.” His father was a French soldier under Napoleon, who 
came out to India and became a planter, A good story is told 
of him in Simson’s Sport in Eastern Bengal (1886): “1 remem- 
ber when I was at Rajshye, a tiger swam to a low patch of 
grass near a factory superintended by a gallant old Frenchman 
called Deveria ; he was told of the tiger and took a look at it 
crouching in the grass. He returned to his factory, cleaned his 
one single-barrelled rifle, fitted a bullet to it after much trimming 
with a penknife and sallied forth against the tiger, and was going 
to shoot it from some distance ; but he thought, as he had only 
one chance, he had better go closer, 80 he walked up to about 
15 yards; the tger never moved; he shot him through the 
head, and the tiger lay dying. This gentleman had served 
under Napoleon the Great and was a remarkably cool and 
daring man.” He was equally cool with snakes. A Russell’s 
viper having been found in his bathroom, he seized it by the tail, 
whirled it round ins head and struck it twice or thrice on the 
brick floor, completely smashing its head. Another French 
name found on one of the tombs is that of Perroux (1846). There 
18 only one soldier's grave, that of Lieut. George Shairp of the 
15th N. 1., who died at “ Rampore Beauleah ” in 1838, but there 
is a soldier's wife buried here, viz., the wife of Lieutenant-Col- 
onel H. J. Wood, Bengal Artillery, who died in 1845. Two 
members of the East India Company’s Civil Service were 
interred in the cemetery, viz., Christopher Oldfield, mentioned 
above, and Edward Lennon Campbell (1833), Another tomb 
dates back to the days of the commercial monopoly of the 
Company. It has an epitaph to the infant daughter of Charles 
Walt»r William Cary, who died in 1826 at the Sardah Residency. 
The most recent epitaph dates back to 1851. There are also 
several tomls without tablets. These were dislodged in the earth- 
quake of 1897 and stored in the lower floor of the Bara Kothi 
by the Engineer-in-Charge, who lived there. He died suddenly 
of cholera, and within a week after his death the slabs were 
stolen, and in all probability converted into curry stones. « 

It seems probable that there was an old Dutch cemetery 
here and that it has been washed away by the river with other 
parts of the compound. Some of the English tablets that 
belonged to graves that were washed away have been built into 
the southern wall of the little cemetery. There is also a 
modern cemetery to the west of the jail. 
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All the other buildings in the town are modern. The most 
conspicuous is the College building, which was erected in 1884. 
‘The Madrasa, which isin the college grounds, is a curious semi- 
oriental building of a bad style constructed a year earlier. Close 

, toitis the Fuller Hostel for Muhammadan pupils of the Madrasa 
and Collegiate School, an architectural curiosity, which was 
opened in 1909 and named after Sir Bampfylde Fuller, then 
Lieutenant-Governor of Eastern Bengal and Assam. South of 
the College is an old mosque and the tomb (dargdh) of a Muham- 
madan saint named Makhdiim Shah ; the adjoining quarter is 
hence called Dargahpara. No one is able to give any informa: 
tion about Makhdum Shah except that he was a Muhammadan 
saint. The jail buiidsngs to the west occupy a very large 
space, being scattered over no less than 84,000 square yards. 
West of this again is the maiddn, a noble expanse of green turf 
with the police lines in the centre. Between it and the jail are 
nearly all the European residences in the Government estate of 
Srirampur, which is separated from the river by the embank- 
ment. 

About haif a mile to the north is an agricultural farin, with 
an area of 63 acres, which was opened in 1904 : experiments are 
carried on every year with diflerent crops, notably potatoes aud 
sugarcane, seeds are distributed, and fowls are reared. The 
Agricultural Department also maintains a Sericultural School 
in the town, and the District Bou:d the Diamond Jubilee Indus- 
trial Institute at which training 1s given in surveying, carpentry 
and smithy work. The chief educational institutions are the 
Rajshahi College (with a Sanskrit College, Madrasa and UColle- 
giate High School attachéd) and a high school called the 
Bholanath Academy. There is a Presbyterian Mission, which 
has achurch on the mazddén and maintains a small dispensary 
and girls’ school. Another girls’ school, called the P. N. Ray’s 
Girls’ school after Raja Pramatha Nath Ray of Dighapatia, is 
maintained with the help of grants from the Education 
Department and the Municipality. 

The most interesting institution in Rampur Boalid ix the 
Museum of the Varendra Research Society, which is at pre- 
sent located in the Public Library. The Society was only 
founded a few years ago, but its members have already done 
valuable archeological work, and the fruits of their labours 
may be seen in the Museum. ‘The eculptures range over many 
centuries, the earliest being rough and simple, while those of 
the medieval period are delicately sculptured ang richly orna- 
mented, They furnish a signal proof of the artistic skill of 
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the people of Varendra, and at the same time show unmistak- 
ably how pure Buddhism was supplanted by Tantric Buddhism 
and the laiter again by Tantric Hinduism. 

Rampur Boalia has more than once suffered from the floods of 
the Ganges. It was almost completely destroyed by floods in 
the ’fifties of last century. Mr. Simson, writing of ita few 
years later, states that the destruction was terrible and none of 
the house she knew remained. There was again a disastrous 
inundation early in the sixties, when the embankment was 
breached and a portion of the town, including the Government 
offices, was swept away; the present Government offices were 
built in 1865 to replace the old buildings. The town is safe- 
guarded to some extent by an embankment 7 miles long, 
which protects an area of 35 square miles. It is provided 
with sluices, which are opened in the rains. The Ganges water 
then rushes through the drains and nullahs, flushing the pools 
and ditches and filling up the tanks. 

The channels of the Padma shift considerably. In some 
years the inner channel, i.¢., the channel leading past the town, 
is full of water, and steamers can put in along the river bank 
even during the dry season, At other times this channel 
is so shallow that the steamer station has to be moved as much 
as 7 miles down stream to the great inconvenience of the 
inhabitants. Nor is this the least of their troubles, for in such 
years the channel from which they have to get their drinking 
water may be a mile away from the river bank. In the rains, 
however, the river is brimful, and the appearance of its broad 
waters, surging down as far as the eye can 8ee, may not inaptly 
be characterized as majestic. 

Rampur Boalia Subdivision Headquarters subdivision 
of the district -vith an area of 849 square miles and a popula- 
tion of 564,224 persons. It is bounded on the north by the 
Naogadon subdivision, on the south by the river Padma, on the 
east by the Nator subdivision, and on the west by the district 
of Malda. (The land along the river Padma is higher than the 
country inland and the drainage slopes away from its banks. 
The country further inland consists of an open plain with bils 
here and there. Those near the Padma are comparatively 
small and shallow, while those to the north, eg., near Tanor and 
Saipira, are of larger extent. Along the west and the north- 
west of the subdivision the country ia all Barina) and abounds 
in ¢@r (fan-palm) trees, while the bamboos, which are a con- 
spicuous feqture of the scenery elswhere, are comparatively 
few. 
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Sardah.—Village in tho Sadar subdivision, situated on 
the bank of the Ganges and on the Pabna road, 13 miles south- 
east of Rampur Boalia and 1 mile. north of Charghat, where 
the Baral river debouches from the Ganges. It contains the 
Police Training College, which is picturesquely situated close 
to the bank of the river and commands a superb view of a great 
reach of the Ganges. The buildings occupied by the-college are 
of considerable interest, for they belonged to a Commercial 
Residency of the East India Company in the days when Raj- 
shahi silk was an important item in its commercial transactions, 
When the Company gave up its private trade in 1835, the factory 
was bought by Messrs. Robert Watson and Company, a firm 
which carried on the silk industry on a large scale. It subse- 
quently passed into the hands of the Bengal Silk Company and 
then was transferred to the Midnapore Zamindari Company, 
from which Government purchased it for the Police Training 
College. The tall chimneys and long low roofs of the factory 
buildings still show the use to which it was put, but the whir 
of the engines has given place to the sound of the bugle and 
the hum of barrack life, 

One other memorial of the old times is a ruined graveyard 
under the shade of some great casuarina trees at the back of 
the mess-house, which was the old Residency and is still 
called the Bara Kothi. It contains six graves, but only two 
have epitaphs. One (now detached and lying loose on the top 
of the grave) is to the memory of Miss Elizabeth Queiros, who 
died in 1835, The other is a marble headstone with an 
inscription in French showing that it marks the grave of 
Octavie Le Tourneux, a little babe who died at Sardah in 1867, 

The following are the old silk factory buildings :— 

(1) The Bara Kothi, which is now the mess-house of the 
Probationary Assistant Superintendents of Police : itis situated 
in a fine compound with magnificent old trees and has a 
spacious kitchen and servants’ outhouses on a scale rarely 
met with in Bengal. (2}The Chhota Kothi, a smaller building, 
which is the residence of the Principal. (3) The Assistants’ 
bungalow, which provides separate quarters for the two Kuro- 
pean ill Instroctors. (4) Six factories, one measuring 300 
by 55 feet, another 200 by 65 feet, und the four others 300 
by. 45 feet, all of which provide barrack and. class-room 
accommodation for the cadets and constables under train- 
ing. (5) The silk factory club, which is used asa library and 
reading-room for all ranks. (6) The factory drying-houwse 
which provides fine stables for the College horsef. 
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Government has added the following buildings :— 

(1) Four rows of quarters to accommodate (a) 8 Inspectors, 
(4) 15 Sub-Inspectors, (c) 10 Head Constables and (@) the 
clerical and hospital staff. (2) Quarters for two Deputy Super- 
intendents. (3) A magazine forammunition. (4) A dispensary 
with an up-to-date operating-room. (5) Four long rows of 
kitchens for the cadets and constables. There are also a 
double-storied hospital containing 40 beds, a house for the 
medical officer, and a segregation ward for infectious diseases ; 
a house for the Assistant Principal will also be constructed 
shortly. 

The Police Training College was opened in October 1912 and 
is a large institution at which training in the duties of 
their profexsion is given to probationary Assistant Superinten- 
dents (12), probationary Deputy Superintendents (2), proba- 
tionary Sub-Inspectors (120) and constables (400) ; the number 
at the end of each class shows the number under training in 
January 1915. The budding policemen’s lite, while under 
training, is a busy one, for the day’s work begins at a very 
early hour and is divided into seven periods, four of mental 
and three of physical training, besides two hours’ prepara- 
tion, 

The probationary Assistant Superintendents of Bengal are 
posted at Sardah on their arrival in India, and their course 
of training lasts 18 months, During this period they are sent 
for a three monthy’ training in survey and settlement in one of 
thé large district settlements, and they are also depuled to an 
Indian regiment during the summer recess, when they undergo 
regimental training. While at the College they receive instruc- 
tion in their duties, study for the departmental examinations, 
and undergo training in drill, riding, revolver shooting, 
physical training, sword exercise, etc. They are instructed 
by the Principal or Chief Drill Instructor in the last four 
subjects for one to two hours daily till they are sufficiently 
advanced, when they are put in charge of a section of cadets. 
The Deputy Superintendents’ course of training also lasts 18 
months and is on the same lines except that they are-not 
deputed to a regiment. 

The cadets, as the probationary Sub- -Inspectors are called, 
have also a wide curriculum, the subjects including law (with 
and without books), the police manual, general policy methods, 
medical jurisprudence, first-aid, plan drawing and surveying 
(in all of which subjects they have to pass a written qualifying 
examination), besides the following practical subjects, viz., the 


GAZETTEER. 187 


training and use of the powers of observation, preparation 
of descriptive rolls, concise report writing, classification and 
uses of finger impressions, drill, riding, bicycling, musketry, 
revolver practice and physical training. 

The subject entitled “general police methods” includes 
inter alia the following subjects :— 

(L) prevention of crime, (2) investigalion of crime, case 
work, including the recording of first informations and methods 
of detection, (3) criminal tribes and their methods, (4) the way 
to give evidence with precision and accuracy, (5) the proper 
method of questioning witnesses, the treatment of accusep 
persons, co-operation with village authorities and the object of 
thana registers, (6) vse of confessions and approvers, (7) prose- 
cution of cases, (8) conduct of the police towards the public, (9) 
practical work of a thana oific -r (other than case work), euch 
as the care of arms, kit inspection, identification of suspects and 
chaukidari parade, (10) town and beat duties, (11) measures to 
be taken in connection with house searches, (12) the prepars- 
tion of villago crime note books, and (13) surveillance, 

The Bengali middle classes, from which these young men 
are drawn, are well known to be mentally and intellectually 
alert. The great lessons which they learn at Sardah are not 
merely discipline, obedience and smartness of bearing, but 
formation of character resulting in efficiency and virility. 
Those who have seen them at work cannot but be struck 
at the transformation effected. Slack and fecble youths are 
converted into vigorous well-set-up young men with a good 
esprit de corps, new ideals of duty, and an enlarged outlook 
on life. 

The recruits for the constabulary, who are trained here 
before heing drafted to the districts, undergo drill, physical 
training, etc., and have to pass a verbal examination in 
law and procedure. If ilhterate, they are taught to read 
and write; if on arrival they are literate in their own 
language, they are tanght some tongue other than their own. 

The training is on military lines, the cadets and constables 
being divided into companies of 120 to140 meneach. Each 
company is under a Sub-Inspector, and there is a drill havil- 
dar for each 15 men during their first two months, anda 
havildar for every 25 men during the remainder of the course 
of training. Drill is not confined to such simple matters as 
manual exercises and forming fours, but includes musketry, 
riot drill, fire drill, stretcher drill, sword exercise, mounted 
escort, practical sentry duties, bicycling, carriage parking and 


183 RAJSHARL, 


street-lining. A brief sketch may now be given of the methous 
of instraction. 

The different grades of probationary officers and recruits 
are divided into classes for lectures and instruction, For the 
probationary assistants there are a Law Instructor and two 
Bengali teachers who take them through their oourse, and for 
each of the constable classes, which consist of 40 men, there 
is a Sub-Inspector or Head Constable. The cadet classes, 
which consist of 20 to 25 men each, are taken by an Inspector, 
who 18 transferred cach week from one clays to another in 
order thai each may have an equal chance and not get into 
any special groove. . 

Examinations are held each week to test the students’ know- 
ledg+ and progress. Before the summer recess, and also before 
the final examination, test examinations are held in eacn 
subject in which the men have to appear ; these they must pass 
before they can avail themselves of the vacation allowed by 
Government. 

The probationary Assistants appear al the half-yearly de- 
partmental examinations at Calcutta and have to pass in 
Bengali, Law (Higher and Lower Standards), Hindustan: and 
Accounts. The Deputy Superintendents have to pass in the 
same subjects with the exception that they have only to pass 
in a language other than their own. In the case of the cadets, 
the final examination is held by a committee of officers, 
appointed by the Inspector-General of Police, which decides 
if any student has failed to qualify. If the committee give 
an adverse decision, he 18 either reverted for further training 
or discharged as unsuitable. The constables are discharged 
after six months’ training, being drafted off to districts every 
second month. Another committee meets and decides whether 
they are qualfiel; if they fail, they are dismissed or relegated 
for further training. 

The examination in the practical subjects for all grades takes 
place at the College under the direct supervision of the Principal. 

he instructional staff consists of the following :—The 
Principal, one Chief Drill Instructor and one Chief, Law 
Instructor for the College ; six Law Inspectors for the cadets ; 
one Law Inspector and two Sub-Inspector Pandjts for the pro- 
bationary Assistants ; one Chief Drill Instructor and one Chief 
Law Instractor for the Constables’ Training School; four Sab- 
Inspectors and six Head Constables also act as Law Instructors 
for the Constables’ Training School; four subadars, onein charge’ 

the drill ofeach company, assisted by thirty-two havildazs and 
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the requisite establishment of buglers, drummers, armourers 
and orderlies, The hospital staff consists of a Military Assistant 
Surgeon, a Sub-Assistant Surgeon and two compounders. 
There is also a salutre in charge of the (olJege horses. The 
total staff at present amounts to eighty men. There is algo a 
subordinate establishment of menials, such as sweepers, Syces, 
grass-cutters, gardenors, etc. 

The official visitors to the college are a8 follows :—The 
Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division, the District Magistrate 
of Rajehahi, the Deputy Inspectors-General of Police for the 
Rajshahi, Dacca and Presidency Ranges, the Deputy Inspector- 
General of Police in charge of the Crimmal Investigation 
Department, the Snperintendent of Police of Rajshahi, the 
Director of Public Instruction, the Director of Surveys, the 
Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals, the Givil Surgeon of 
Rajshahi, the Inspector of Schools for the Dacca Division, and 
the Master of Method of the Lavid Hare College, Calcutta. 

When the buildings are all completed, it is proposed to 
appoint an Assistant Principal and to increase the number of 
constables under traming to 600 men, and at the same time to 
make the necessary increase of staff. It is further proposed 
to cstabheh a six months’ course for all European sergeants 
of the police force who have not passed an examination in 
their duties,” 

Since the opening of thé (College, the Principal has beer 
Major H. Chamncy, ©.M.G., to whose zeal and energy its suc- 
cessful development is due. 

Tahirpur.—aA village in the Sadar subdivision, situated 12 
ailes north of Puthid on the Baralai river. It is the head- 
quarters of tho Tahirpur Raj and contains a District Board 
Inspection Bungalow, as well as a dispensary and Middle Eng- 
lish school which are maintained by the estate. The Rajban 
was damaged by the earthquake of 1897 and is far from 
imposing. 

With the possible exception of the Dubalhati family, the 
Tahirpur Raj family is tke oldest family of distinction in the 
distgict. Its founder was a Varendra Brahman, named Kaéma- 
deva Bhatta, who flourished in the beginning of the fifteenth 
century and appears to have carved out a small principality for 
himself, seizing the pargana of Tahirpur from a Pathan Chief. 
His son, Bijay Lashkar, followed in hi8 footsteps as a military 





1 am mmdebted to Major Chamney for notes from which the above account has 
‘heen compiled. 
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adventurer. The most illustrious of the line was Raja Kans 
Narayan, who may be ascribed to the end of the fifteenth 
and the beginning of the sixteenth century. He also saw 
military service, leading a successful expedition against ‘the 
Arakanese, and was quite a small potentate. His court is 
described by the great Bengali poet, Krittibas, who says that 
he undertook his famous version of the Ramayana at the 
Raja’s request. The supremacy of the Raja among the 
Varendra Brahmans is sufficiently apparent from tho fact that 
he decided what was to be the social status of the three divi- 
sions of Varendra Brahmans, viz., Kulins, Kaps and Srotriyas. 
His successor, Indrajit, is said to have received a grant of 52 
parganas from the Mughal Emperor, in return for which he 
was liable to provide a force of 7,000 soldiers. His successors 
incurred the displeasure of the Mughal Emperor and lost 
all but Tahirpur. The remains of the estate were partitioned, 
and the son of the unfortunate Raja,-who was in arrears 
of revenue, was thrown into priscn at Dacca and died there. 
The annals of the family give other instances of the vicis- 
situdes of fortun», which show how much the Rajas were at the 
mercy of the caprices of their Mughal rulers. The great Kans 
Narayan himself was a victim. “His own son,” it is said, “ went 
to Delhi, and, having obtained an order from the King, bound 
his father and brought him from Bengal, at which the King, 
being pleased, granted him 52 parganas.” This incident is 
mentioned in a report on the Tahirpur Raj prepared by its 
Manager, which was sent by the Board of Revenue to the 
Governor-General in Council (Lord Cornwallis) in 1789, 
According to the family history, Indrajit was the grandson 
of Kans Nérayan and was given a grant of 52 parganas in 
recognition of the services he rendered when Todar Mal organis- 
ed the finances and revenue administration of Bengal. Surjya‘ 
Narayan, the next of the line, incurred the anger of Prince 
Shah Shuja, then Viceroy of Bengal, who demanded that Surjya 
Narayan should send his daughter to his princely harem. This 
the proud Brahman indignantly refused to do, whereupon 
Shah Shujé attacked him and razed his palace to the ground.” 
Surjya Narayan was sent to Delhi, where he died in captivity. 
Orders were then issued that his sons and daughter were to be 
sent to the imperial court. The daughter committed suicide to 
save her honour. The sons fled, bat the youngest, Lakshmi 
Narayan, was brought before the Nawab of Bengal, whe was so 
moved by his tgle, that the young Raja was allowed to keep 
Tahirpur purfana ; all the other parganas had been confiscated. 
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It was this Raja who established the family residence. at 
Tahirpur. 

The old line of Tahirpur Rajas died out at the close of the 
eighteenth century, the last being Ramendra Narayan, whose 
daughter, Durgd Sundari, married Binod Ram Ray, one of 
whose ancestors had married a sister of Kans Narayan. From 
Durga Sundari are descended the members of the present 
Tahirpur family. Its head is Raja Sashi Shekhareshwar Ray 
Bahadur, who succeeded in 1865, when only five years old. 
During his minority the estate was under the Court of Wards. 
He was made a Raja in 1889, was a member of the Indian 
Hemp Drugs Commission of 1893-94, and received the personal 
title of Raja Bahadur in 1896; he has also been a Member of 
tho-Bengal Legislative Council. He is now liying in retiremont 
near Benares, and his eldest son, Kumar Shib Shekhareshwar 
Ray, has managed the estate since 1909. The latter was born 
in 1887, was educated at the Central Hindu College at Benares, 
and took a B.A, degree at the Allahabad University, He has 
recently been elected a Member of the Bengal Legislative 
Council by the landholders of the Rajshabi Division. 

Thakur Manda.—Sve Manda (Thakur). 
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